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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Wiig, Hanna Lippincott 
THE TALE OF TINY TUTAK Cloth; $1.25 


A pint sized Eskimo fantasy describes a very young hunter and his first kill. 
Politely, Tiny Tutak asks two seals and a polar bear whether or not he should shoot 
them, but they say please don't and promise to help him instead. When the time comes 
all four of them push down a boulder of ice atop a Walrus's head. The cozy drawings 
for this, small and parka snug, are by Sven Skauge, but he has made them all so en- 
dearing, even the walrus, that we were sorry to see it killed. Back sewn. (3/13.) 


Janice Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE LONELY LITTLE LADY AND HER GARDEN Cloth; $1.75 


* The Little Old Lady tries everything. She plants fruit trees, flowers and 
herbs, all of which are charmingly illustrated in small, soft water color pictures 
by Mariana, but still she is lonely. Finally a little bird tells her what she needs 
is companionship and lo- come a crow, a rabbit, a cat and a Little Old Man. A plum. 
Side sewn and reinforced. (Publ. LC: 57-5997) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Kay, Helen Hastings House 
CITY SPRINGTIME Cloth; $2.75 


3 A day in town (New York) with Aunt Honey, while his mother shops, presents 
small Lewis with the idea that Spring has a way of pervading the city just as much 
as the country where he lives. Through a sojourn in Central Park, the author notes 
many things, big and small, which are characteristic of Spring and which make Lewis 
more immediately aware of his surroundings. Minutely detailed pictures by Barbara 

Cooney, in sky blue, pea green and apple red, are simple and tenderhearted. An 
attractive book. Side sewn. (3/?. LC: 57-7452) 


Tresselt, Alvin Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE RABBIT STORY Cloth; $2.50 


With soft brown illustrations by Leonard Weisgard, delicately reproduced 
in gravure, this is a warm and simple nature story. It follows through with one 
rabbit in a litter of three, who learns from her mother, who is trapped raiding a 
farmer's lettuce patch,becomes the farmer boy's pet, but runs away to be wild again 
and raise her own young. Fine for Easter too. Back sewn. (Publ. LC: 57-5996) 
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Hill, Donna Viking 
NOT ONE MORE DAY Cloth; $2.50 


An enjoyable, smoothly linked chain of events stretches from small Manolo's & 
country home in Spain to nearby Segovia and brings a new burro into the family fold. Papa 
desperately needs another to help with the chores, swears that not one more day shall go 
by before he gets it, and troops to town with the whole family to buy one. How Manolo 
accidentally becomes the purchaser makes a pleasingly rounded story. The author's pictures 
in sienna, deep brown and white depict the dry Spanish town and countryside with amicable 


warmth. Backsewn, firmly glued. (3/7) 


EASY READING 


Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
BITSY Cloth; $2.25 


A Siamese kitten in the family arrives as a surprise package, and from then on 
creates further surprises on its own. Despite the scratchy Siamese meow it seems more 
puppy than kitten in its love of tagging along with the children, and playing with them. 
Then there's the trick of getting into people's coat pockets; and there's a period of get- 
ting lost and the ultimate rescue by the fire department. Lively wash drawings by Beth 
Krush for a likable text. (4/1) 


REPRINTS, CLASSICS, INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Dr. Seuss Random House 
THE CAT IN THE HAT Paper over board; $2.00 


* A reissue of the earlier Houghton, Mifflin educational edition, brought out 
specifically as a text for beginning readers, brings back the story of that rainy day at 


home when the Cat in the Hat arrived to upset things and put them back in order again. It a 
is a perfect sublimation of what can happen and the Seuss drawings tell as much of a story 


as his simple verses. Back sewn. (Publ. LC:56-5470) 


Wonder Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
Publ. Paper over board; ea/25¢ 


Burgess, Thornton W.- HOW PETER COTTONTAIL GOT HIS NAME- A shortened version, 
abridged and adapted from two chapters, "Peter Rabbit Decides to Change his Name” and 
"Peter Finds a Name" from The Adventures of Peter Cottontail. Slightly modernized colored 


pictures are by Pauline Jackson. 


Potter, Miriam Clark- 10 RABBITS- Nine rabbits, a mother, father and seven 
children, are paid a call by the Easter Bunny and, when they put him up for the night, are 
rewarded with Easter Eggs. But a prosaic, dandy-spandy narrative prevents the revelation 
from having a more telling effect. Candy-colored pictures of benign, fully-clothed 
bunnies are by Rachel Taft Dixon. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 


Dobler, Lavinia Dodd, Mead 
GLASS HOUSE AT JAMESTOWN $3.00 


Another story for the 1957 celebration of the 350th anniversary of the founding 
of Jamestown takes an event important in the establishment of the first industries in 
America. At a time when John Smith was still governor and most or at least a large part 
of the men were still thinking of gold, young Nat Pecock, the only boy left at the set- 
tlement, becomes part of the attempt to establish a glassworks. For the job, Polish and 4 
German blowers were imported and prejudice against them was bitter. Nat even has trouble 
getting permission to become an apprentice at the new glasshouse. But as he finally 
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begins to learn, there is a lot of information about the early blowing industry and 
the story climaxes in a heroic rescue, by the blowers, of the Jamestown fort from 
fire. Pictures by John Jordan. (5/20.) 


Fry, Rosalie K. Dutton 
A BELL FOR RINGELBLUME $2.50 


A big trip to the Austrian Tyrol for a small girl, Lucinda, portrays eight 
and nine year old adventures with the comfort of local charm and of one's first per- 
sonal accomplishments. In the chalet where her parents are staying is the Stoppel 
family. Though Lucinda knows no German she is enterprising enough to make friends 
with Annali and Gretchen and later, when her parents go off on a sketching trip, she 
stays with the Stoppels and helps them find a way to keep the new calf, Ringelblume, 
which they had planned to sell. The author's drawings for her book have an extremely 
neat quality which sets them apart,- just so. (3/18. LC: 57-5337) 


Benary-Isbert, Margot Harcourt, Brace 
BLUE MYSTERY $2.95 


Annegret of The Shooting Star (1954) is back again and this time we are intro- 
duced to her home town in Thuringia and to the rest of her family, her botanist father, 
her mother, a friendly Great Dane, and a household retinue of a gardener, a cook and 
@ young botanical apprentice named Fridolin. The principal event is the disappearance 
of a blue gloxinia, a special flower of Dr. Benninger's, and the clearance of Fridolin 
from suspicion. But the mystery serves as a basis for building colorful descriptions 
of Thuringian life and for Annegret's own deeper appreciation of her family and her 
surroundings. We mistook the background of the previous book for post-war Germany; 
this too is definitely the early 20th century, of which Mrs. Benary-Isbert writes 
with oe ~eaaeam Stylized, fancifully designed drawings by Enrico Arno. (4/25. 
LC: 57-055 


Eager, Edward Harcourt, Brace 
MAGIC BY THE LAKE $2.95 


The author of Half Magic is back with his large family, Mark Katherine, Jane, 
Martha, their mother and their stepfather, Mr. Smith, to transport them to a lake for 
the summer. The four children are primed for magic and it comes quite unobtrusively 
through a mild but determined turtle who says they may have three wishes. They lead 
to such far flung realms as piracy and boat house dances and, as is the way with magic, 
leave a final and unexpected reward. Humorous, light line drawings by N. M. Bodecker 
depict the doings. (4/1. LC: 57-5267) 


Enright, Elizabeth Harcourt, Brace 
-GONE-AWAY LAKE $3.00 


An engaging family story by the author-illustrator of the Melendy adventures 
(see Spider Web for Two, etc.) takes Portia Blake, 10, through an exciting summer of 
detecting and discovery with her 12 year old and very nature-minded cousin Julian 
Jarman. It is the Jarmans who live in the country and the Blake children, Portia and 
her six year old brother Foster, who wish they could. What makes this eventually 
possible is Portia's and Julian's discovery of what is now literally a swamp but 
what used to be a lake bordered by elegant houses, one of which is still inhabited. 
Mrs. Cheever and her brother Pindar Payton are its inhabitants and with them come 
the by-products- long skirts, knickers, potted palms and friendliness- of a by-gone 
age. As their past unfolds it also leads to a bit of present reclamation and an- 
other of the fascinating old houses becomes a possible future home for the Blakes. 
Appealing cartoons for this are by Beth & Joe Krush. (4/2. LC: 57-7172) 
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Henry, Jan Harcourt, Brace 


TIGER'S CHANCE $2.75 


* Tigers only have one chance to use their magic. Rajah's comes at the culminetion % 
of unusual events in the Potter household where he is a rug in Jennifer's room. From the 
day he is delivered in a crate, as a memento from a great-uncle who had shot him in India 
years ago, Rajah, commonly known as Roger:, is increasingly admired by small Jennifer. 

He performs all sorts of miracles. He makes a friend of Jennifer's haughty cat; he advises 
@ local coon to travel as a cure for her cares; he even creates amicable relations between 
Jennifer and her rowdy cousin Johnny. When it comes time to solve his own great problen, 
Roger whisks them all off to India for a do in the jungle that is strangely like a New 
Year's Eve party. A tiger rug's eye view of an active family makes funny reading and some 
of the best scenes have been illustrated with line drawings, a la Eloise, by Hilary Knight. 
(4/1. LC:57-5610) 


































Spykman, E. C. Harcourt, Brace 
THE WILD ANGEL $2.75 


*A Lemon And a Star was E. C. Spykman's first book about the Cares of Summerton, 
Mass. This continues the family doings in the same vein of blunt realism and humor that 
does away with many of the cardinal "no's" of juvenile writing to make a book that is 
written on an almost adult level. There are few taboos. The elders drink. The children 
swear, they even ruefully think about murder and dying in childbirth. Life holds for them, 
as it does for any child, all possibilities,- funny, virtuous, mysterious, gruesome. 
Against the setting, the episodes reflect normal trends in the life of a large, fairly 
prosperous family. The children get used to and approve of their new stepmother; Ted, the 
eldest, changes his ideas about girls; Jane has a terrible bout with ignorance; nine year 
old Hubert gets rid of an unwanted governess; six year old Edie successfully lives up to 
her age. In coming to grips with children as people and presenting their problems in 4 
entertaining and solvable terms, E. C. Spykman does a service to children's books and to 
this age level. Let's hope the thin skinned don't combat the realism. (4/24. LC:57-6778) 


Steele, William O. Harcourt, Brace 
FLAMING ARROWS $2.75 


A story of Cumberland farmers in the days when Chickamauga Indians were still a 
real, if intermittent, threat centers around young Chad Rabun and the lessons he learns 
about people and life during the days when the settlement fort is besieged. Though there 
is danger enough when the Rabuns and their neighbors. must flee to the fort, a social prob- 
lem develops which proves even more perilous. The Logans, under suspicion because their 
father had been a friend of the Indians, want refuge too. Mr. Rabun stands up for then, 
but there is such dissension that an actual attack goes unnoticed until Chad warns them in 
time, becoming the hero of the day. Unconvincing in spots but a sturdy tale as far as its 
simple elements go, and in the vein of Steele's other work. Drawings by Paul Galdone.(4/ok ) 


Weiss, Edna S. Houghton, Mifflin 
TRULY ELIZABETH $2.50 


Sally Saucer was a warm, friendly book about a small girl living in the country. 
This, with New York City as its background, maintains the standard. Ten year old Truly 
comes to New York with her widowed father, a die maker who has decided to try to chart a 
new life for them. Despite the many drawbacks of large apartment house life- complaints, 
lack of play space, money troubles- the basically happy Todds make a go of things and find 
their luck where they look for it. Truly makes the first girl friend she has ever had. 
She gets a new hair-do. She finds a larger apartment for herself and her father at the end 
of the story. With brisk drawings by Beth Krush, this blends seriousness and gaiety to a 
realistic and practical degree. (4/8. LC:57-5880) 
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Longstreth, Joseph & Abelard-Schuman 
Ludwig, John 48 PLUS 1 $2.50 


The brief sketches here tell how the 48 States and Washington, D.C. were 
named and how the capitals of each State were given names too. Thumbing through the 
pages we learn for example that Alabama was named for the Indians with whom De Soto 
had fought a devastating battle and that its capital bears the name of General Mont- 
gomery who was a hero at Quebec; or that Nevada is the Spanish word for "snow covered 
region" and that Carson City was named after the famous scout Kit Carson. A simple 
compendium for classrooms and casual interests. Illustrated by William S. Harvey. 


( Slio 57-5566) 


Moore, Patrick Abelard-Schuman 
THE EARTH OUR HOME $2.50 


An efficient short history of the Earth by Patrick Moore, whose other science 
books for both the teen-age and adult markets are fairly well known. In orthodox form 
chapters deal respectively with theories of origin, the cooling period and the moon's 
birth, rocks and surface composition, first life, the coal forests, reptiles, mammals, 
the make up of the inner earth and of the atmosphere. Much of this will be a repeti- 
tion of material found in the many similar books, some of which are livelier accounts, 
for this age group. But this is accurate and compact. Illustrated by Patricia Cullen. 
(4/29. LC: 57-5132) 


Fisher, James Wonderful World Series- Garden City 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF THE SEA $2.95 


Compare this with Ronald Jessup's The Wonderful World of Archeology for the 
attractive large size, characteristic of the series, double column format and eye- 
catching layout of many colored illustrations which are highly informative in them- 
selves. Mr. Fisher's text tells the story of the sea chronologically and biologically. 
From its original life-giving qualities, to its new use as a second home for skin- 
diving man; from the time when only canoes tossed upon its surface, to the day of the 
atomic submarine, the portrait is amply detailed. Various artists and institutions, 
Fa Wey British) have provided the vividly colored graphs, diagrams and pictures. 

1d. 

Mandeville, Emma Walters; Pyne, Mable Mandeville; Hastings House 

& Oliver, Jennifer Pyne $3.50 
WHEN WE WERE LITTLE 


Here's a triple barrelled answer to the recurrent plea- "Tell us about when 
you were a little girl". Three generations contribute their experiences of life as it 
was in New York- 70, 40 and 20 years ago respectively. Each section shares the memor- 
able events of the pre-teens, and together they provide a panorama, from horse and 
buggy days to immediately pre-T V. Sometimes incidents are related as isolated happen- 
ings; sometimes as part of larger adventure, and each is illustrated with a red and 
black spot drawing by Mable Mandeville Pyne. (3/2. LC: 57-7451) 


Carpenter, Frances Knopf 
POCAHONTAS AND HER WORLD $3.00 


Through its continual reference to Pocahontas' fine points- beauty, bravery, 
intelligence, leadership etc.- this turns into more of a euology than an enlightening 
description of Virginia immediately before and after the English came to settle at 
Jamestown. The book is divided into two parts, the first of which is devoted to epi- 
sodes from Pocahontas' youth. But if from these we learn something of Indian festivals, 
religion, justice and daily living we are far too impressed with the virtue and right- 
ness of it all for any of the information to have a lasting effect. The tendency to 
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pronounce things "good" and "bad" and to surmise unimaginatively on obvious outcomes carries 
over into the second part and Pocahontas' role as intermediary and later as wife of John = 
Rolfe. Material shows that the author has looked carefully into the period but a dull 

narrative style weakens the outcome of her efforts. Drawings by W. Langdon Kihn show 

idealized figures and settings. (5/20) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Protheroe, Ruth Hepburn Abelard Schuman 
BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS $3.50 


A story of simple dimensions is set in French Canada along the Gaspe coast and 
while it presents a seldom found picture of French Canadian life, the view is disap- 
pointingly flat. Marguerite Dumas, the daughter of a fisherman, is disturbed when her 
father makes a decision involving a new life for the whole family and becomes part owner 
of a set of tourist cabins several miles from home. They move there for the season. But 
Marguerite is so soured by the thought of leaving home and of the tourists who do nothing 
but stare, that even charming, sensible Philippe cannot soothe her. Climactically, she 
runs away and only then is brought back, chastened, into the fold. Her unconvincing con- 
version and her future as Philippe's docile wife leave us wishing there had been more to 
explain Marguerite's uninteresting character. (5/3.LC:57-5624 ) 


Selby-Lowndes, Joan Abelard-Schuman 
CIRCUS TRAIN $3.00 


A carefully detailed story of life in the great circuses of Europe and America, 
in which the story loses itself in the factual background. One could feel this would e 


better have been presented as non fiction than fiction. The story traces the adventures 
of the boy, Kai Yong, who ships aboard a German freighter from Namping, at a time that 
keeps pace with contemporary history. He and his friend, Wong, create a successful jug- 
gling act. Eventually he founds his own troupe and travels the world. He marries Joanna, 
a German, and their children are trained to be acrobats. Authentic scenes from circus 
life background the march of events from World War I to the 1955 Big Show- in Madison 
Square Garden. Festivals and national customs lighten what tends to be a somewhat sombre 
philosophical tone. Illustrated by Geoffrey Dean Lewis. oe LC 57-5306) 









Connors, Sgt. Thomas P. & 
Glaser, Lt. Paul Dodd, Mead 
JOHN BENTON, ROOKIE POLICEMAN $2.75 





As a career book this is marked by descriptions of the various aspects of be- 
coming a policeman plus the introspection and realizations that make young John Benton 
into a better than average cop. It is also smoothly written, a factor in a specifically 
purposeful book of this sort. Going through the first rigors of rookie training- in the 

drill room, on beats and in class- John is assailed by doubts and conflicting emotions 

that make him scorn the "schoolboy stuff" yet wish he had gone to college. He also 

wonders whether he will ever have the ability or the real desire to become a detective 

like his Uncle Leo and narrow his policeman's duties to a single vein. John makes a 

sensible adjustment and learns by the end of his training to take full advantage of all 

the police force has to offer. In the process he wins his first or with the dis- 
covery of a teen age gang stabbing. (5/20. LC:57-7165) he 
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Davis, Lavinia R. Doubleday 
JANEY'S FORTUNE $2.75 


A summer in the West provides Janey McGovern not only with a deeper under- 
standing of people but with a new life she can call her own. With her widowed mother 
married to a man with two children, her boy friend gone and her doubts heavy about the 
character qualifications of her recently dead grandfather, Janey goes hesitantly to 
Albuquerque and the Bakers who had been friends of Gramps McGovern's. Making her way 
with strangers, in particular with young Rob Baker who wants to study archeology, is 
complicated by the whereabouts of Gramps' old gold mine. When it is found a surprise 
awaits Rob and Janey,settling their futures and those of their neighbors in unexpected 
ways. A substantially interwoven set of family and social relationships marks this but 
in the writing each strand is clear. Lavinia Davis has already made her mark in teen 
age as well as younger fiction and this healthy story deepens it. (5/9. LC: 57-7280) 


Fenton, Edward Doubleday 
THE GOLDEN DOORS $2 5 


* A beguilingly gay story which cuts deeper than mere vacation pleasures in 
Florence, making a credible blend of the adventures of two youngsters and the enchant- 
ment of Florence, its history and its charm. Twelve year old Alida and fourteen year 
old Wayne Carpenter are more or less on their own while their parents, movie stars, 
are making an Italian picture. In their wanderings they strike up friendship with 
Bruno Torelli, a musical and artistic youth, newly come home. During the weeks that 
follow, Bruno introduces them to the Florence he knows and loves, through spirited in- 
struction on art, to sharing his friends with them and stimulating their learning of 
Italian, and bringing home the fascination of Florence's colorful history. Of course 
Bruno is "discovered" for an important part in the film, but even this seems natural. 
An excellent story along with bubbling dialog, credible characters, and an apprecia- 
tion of learning on the spot. Sophisticated drawings by Gioia Fiammenghi. (5/9. 

LC: 57-7281) 


Frick, C. H. Harcourt, Brace 
PATCH $2.75 


* A track story paces miler Patch Jones, a star on the cinders for West High, 
and also lifts itself to better-than-average through good characterizations of Patch, 
his musical family and his teammates. New in town, Patch has never been at a school 
with an organized track squad and hardly knows what it means to run in competition. 
But he is a natural runner and despite his unconventional ways it is a matter of time 
before he becomes number one miler. Opposition from displaced runners is strong and 
vicious and in having Patch face it, Mr. Frick presents a view of high school sports 
as they should be- done as much for love as for winning. Tops on technique too. 


(3/20. LC: 57-6559) 


Capron, Louis Holt 
THE BLUE WITCH $3.00 


* A highly satisfying kind of sea story, with the trappings of mystery, sus- 
penseful plotting, memorable characterizations, and a note of success at the close. 
Casual but highly suspicious beginnings see the arrival of David Scott's step-uncle, 
Gideon, at the Scott's Vermont farm. He lifts not a finger to work but somehow per- 
suades David's father to turn over to him not only his savings, but his son, 13-year 
old David, to do his share in making a fortune for them all with a ship in the China 
trade. When Gideon and David leave, their trail weaves sharply, splits, comes together 
again in Florida, where blackguards and circumstances of their plotting prevent estab- 
lishing rightful ownership of the Blue Witch. In the process of gaining this end, 
there is no arbitrary sifting of right from wrong. Justice is ultimately done, but 
one feels it is the outgrowth of character rather than of sharp ethical definition. 

It makes good reading. Drawings by Douglas Gorsline. (5/2. LC: 57-5750) 
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Acheson, Patricia ; Dodd, Mead 
AMERICA'S COLONIAL HERITAGE $3.00 


* A well-oriented, well-written interpretation of the many forces at work in 
Europe. that gave the American colonies and the young nation their special character. 
Much of the material should be familiar to high school history students, but too seldom 
is history taught in the setting where it belongs. For this reason, this is a mature and 
original conception. It lacks, perhaps, the imaginative spark that would make it a chal- 
lenge, but the research is evident in the content, and there is that selective ability to 
highlight the vital factors. It presents such phases as the Dark Ages and the enlighten- 
ment that came with exploration and the Renaissance; it traces the power of the church- 
and the impact of the Reformation; the rise of a middle class and the conception of popular 
government. Then as the focus shifts to America, the author is at her best in clarifying 
the differences that distinguished the founding of Plymouth, of Jamestown, the dissimilar 
lines of their development, the contribution each made. The middle colonies then are dis- 
cussed, with brief comment on the first communal efforts. And the study ends on the 
threshold of Revolution. In establishing in this way the background, the principles and 
ideals for which the war was fought and won, this goes much farther than other books in 
related fields. Whether high school students at this level can weigh the too-balanced and 
objective approach (in attempts to be fair to all aspects) is a question time will answer. 
There is honest criticism of institutions ordinarily accepted without question. One would 
like to feel students could do this kind of synthesis for themselves; perhaps this will 
spur them to look at their historical material more intelligently. The author is daughter- 
in-law of Dean Acheson. And the publisher is planning an extensive promotion to place 
this book where it belongs- as stimulating supplementary reading. (4/29) 


Eifert, Virginia S. Dodd, Mead 
MISSISSIPPI CALLING $3.50 ® 


A portrait in time outlines the important stages in the life of the Mississippi, 

from our earliest knowledge of men who inhabited the reginn up to a picture of the present. 

~ Folsom man, who came at the time of glacial meltings, and Hopewellian man, are the pre- 
historic cultures preceding the Indian tribes who battled with De Soto, the first European 
to see the area. Following De Soto, the explorations of Marquette and Joliet, La Salle, 
Iberville and Bienville, Pike and others, were to lay open the area, each in its own way, 
to hunters and trappers, colonizers and finally the large scale settlers who came to form 
the modern Mississippi with its vast farms, cities, and fascinating stream of river traffic. 
The attempt at dramatization sometimes obscures where straight exposition would have proved 
more forceful, but the author has exciting elements with which to deal and on the whole 
makes good use of them. (5/20. LC:57-5236) 


Pond, Seymour G. Dodd, Mead 
AFRICAN EXPLORER $3.00 


* The remarkable life of Carl Akeley is written here with much of the fascination, 
both quiet and urgent, which marked it. When he was young in upper New York State, Carl 
had a running feud with his father about becoming a farmer. He loved the out-of-doors, 
but didn't want to plow it up; instead he wanted to study its animals and his eye was 
so good it could notice the tiniest movements in the woods and ponds around home. On his 
own he did try stuffing some small animals, at a time when taxidermy was still almost non- 
existent. Through these efforts came his first big chance- to work with David Bruce and 
the Rochester Museum. From this beginning Akeley went on to almost. fabulous heights of 
invention and exploration. His feats of preservation, taxidermy and museum displays would 
alone be enough to fill volumes. Added to them, his war work and the development of the e 
Akeley movie camera for telescopic photography, make him one of the few great men of 
American natural history. (5/20. LC: 5T- 8316) 
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Uchida, Yoshiko Friendship Press 
Paper; $1.25 
THE FULL CIRCLE Cloth; $2.50 


Semi-fictionalization of the teen age years of Umeko Kagawa, daughter of 
one of Japan's most prominent Christians, Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, holds a certain comfort 
and conviction despite the mildness of the narrative. The story opens in the weeks 
before Pearl Harbor when Umeko, as an enthusiastic school girl, is chafing at her fa- 
ther's prominence and the private inconveniences it creates for her. At eleven, she 
vows that she at least is going to enjoy life. Then war, which her father feared, 
comes to destroy that wish, and to bring constant danger of arrest to the Kagawas as 
known anti-government sympathizers. Yet through the next four years in Tokyo and in 
watching the problems of two close friends, Umeko comes to self realization. As one 
of the free women of a new democratic Japan she will do social work and follow in her 
father's footsteps. On an idealistic level this explains something of what Japan went 
through during and directly after the war. Illustrated by the author. (5/9.LC:57-6165) 


Yates, Raymond , Harper 
THE BOYS' BOOK OF TOOLS $2.50 


An elementary introduction to woodworking (by the author of Atomic Experi- 
ments for Boys, Faster and Faster, etc.), this is a chapter by chapter description of 
the make up and uses of each of the principal tools for woodworking. Techniques dis- 
cussed are sawing, planing, hammering and nailing, drilling and boring, screwdriving 
and chiselling. Though not very complete, there is advice too on what to look for when 
buying tools of quality. The value of the book lies in its careful instructions for 
the development of skill in using each of the tools. Illustrated with diagrams and 


drawings. (5/29. LC: 57-5358) 


Rieseberg, Lt. Harry E. Holt 
TREASURE + $2.50 


Some of the world's many, still lost treasures are speculated on in these 
suspenseful accounts of shipwrecks and jungle expeditions. Stories of buried and 
sunken caches include the fate of the Merida, sent from Mexico loaded with the crown 
jewels of Emperor Maximilian and sunk off Virginia; the earlier wreck of the Central 
America, with its cargo of Gold Rush gold, off Cape Hatteras; and the dire curse of 
an emerald Buddha, somewhere in the jungles of Siam, whose determined guardian will 
let no white man live long after seeing it. These and other tales present lures for 
modern salvors- and would-be treasure hunters. Drawings by Albert Orbaan. (5/2.) 


Toor, Frances Knopf 
MADE IN ITALY $3.75 


Patterned on the other Knopf books- Made In Mexico, Made In China, etc.- this 
surveys the modern arts and crafts of Italy, bringing them into focus through refer- 
ence to the past, and presents the stories behind the leatherwork, pottery, lace, cook- 
ing and so forth, which are familiar to most Americans as products only. As each is 
told, we learn the techniques of making majolica, of Florentine leather tooling, of 
the work in southern cameo factories, and even of popular Italian music. Broadening 
these portraits is the continual reference to the connection between the professional 
artist and the artisan. An interesting study. Illustrated with photographs and with 
drawings by Earle Goodenow. (5/20. LC: 57-7081) 


Loder, Dorothy Portraits of the Nations series—- Lippincott 
THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF BELGIUM $2.75 


Competent and readable, this text surveys Belgium from a popular and from 
a historical point of view, providing a fine easy introduction for anyone with interest 
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in the country. Following the pattern of other books in the series, chapters deal re- 
spectively with general characteristics of the land and its people- the Flemish and the es 
Walloons, the periods in its long history of rebellion against tyranny, the beginning of 

the modern era with the reign of Leopold and thumbnail sketches of the various large 

cities and their regions. Buttressed by the author's personal knowledge and by reference 

to cultural influences such as music and painting, this is fairly substantial. Illustra- 

ted with photographs. (4/24. LC:57-6283) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Haislip, Harvey Doubleday 
A SAILOR NAMED JONES $3.95 


Another go at the controversial figure of John Paul Jones concentrates on the 
years 1777-79 during which he battled the enemy, and for pay,food and clothing for his 
crews. Concentrating on the action off the English coast, Haislip has made the many ob- 
stacles that confronted Jones very much a part of the man's story. More able in technical 
details than in style. (Full report on p. 156. 4/18. LC:57-6708) 


O'Faolain, Sean Little, Brown 
FINEST STORIES OF SEAN O'FAOLAIN $4.75 


27 stories, these range in scope from humorous character sketches and slight 
mood pieces to full-blown stories of considerable power. Together they reveal Sean 0'- 
Faolian's abiding affection for Ireland and the clear eye and high level of a fine writer. 
(Full report on p. 158. 4/o4. LC:57-5828) 


Fuller, Iola Putnam og 
THE GILDED TORCH $4.50 





A historical novel dealing with the early expeditions of La Salle in search of 
the Mississippi River reveals his goal of making the Missouri and the Mississippi the 
holdings of New France and sets the intricate pattern of his exploring against the man as 
an inspired explorer. It's an exciting story that goes along with the main facts of 
history. While the shifting background of personalities seems shadowy at times, the result 
is nonetheless a better than average panoramic novel of a little researched period. (Full 
report on p. 156. 4/19.) 





Oliver, Jane Putnam 
A LION IS COME $3.95 


The story of Robert Bruce and his defeat of England, continues Putnam's series 
of historical Scottish novels (see Marjorie of Scotland, 1956). From boyhood on, his 
story is marked by the fascinating jockeyings for royal position and climaxed by his suc- 
cessful attempt to give his country her freedom for a new course. A proud, wild progress 
of a country's early years, this also makes a sound companion piece to the recent Sing 
Morning Star. (Full report on p. 152. Publ. LC:57-6734) 













White, T. H. Putnam 
THE MASTER $3.50 







A fantasy adventure is based on a granite peak in the north Atlantic where 
Nicky and Judy, 12 year old twins, and their dog Jokey, become prisoners of the Master, ca 
who at 157, is ready to launch his long plotted scheme to conquer the world. Hypnosis 

and thought transference, vibrator units and attempts to foil Operation Masterpiece- all 

add up to entertaining argument and literate enjoyment. (Full report on p. 153. 3/25.) 
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Attenborough, David Crowell 
ZOO QUEST IN GUIANA $4.50 


A South American trip for films and specimens presents the hazards and suc- 
cesses of observant, committed travelers. Working out of Georgetown, the group tours 
the savannas and the experiences with animal and man alike provide plenty of know-how 
and keep this brisk and busy. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 164. 4/15. LC:57-6561) 


Burgess, Alan Dutton 
THE SMALL WOMAN $3.95 


An unusual story of a determined and dedicated life, that of Gladys Aylward 
or "The Virtuous One", as she was known in China. After failing as a probationer at 
the China Inland Mission Center, she answered an appeal from a Mrs. Lawson, a mili- 
tant missionary of 74, in a primitive village. The journey there, carrying on after 
Mrs. Lawson's death, winning the trust of the natives and finally, during the war, 
making her way to safety with a band of 100 children- these are courageous episodes 
that pay quiet tribute to an indestructible spirit. The publishers are overoptimistic 
in hoping this will have the double appeal of The Nun's Story and Anna And The King 
of Siam. (Full report on p. 165. 4/15. LC: 57-7603) 


Frank, Morris & Holt 
Clark, Blake FIRST LADY OF THE SEEING EYE $3.00 


o+ewas Buddy, a German shepherd guide dog and not the famous Mrs. Eustis. 
Buddy's work with Morris Frank was the beginning of what the Seeing Eye organization 
has accomplished. Blinded by an accident, Frank went to Switzerland and in time saw 
the opening of the first American training school in his home town, Nashville, Tenn. 
Through the years the combined efforts of the dogs, their charges and the trainers, 
and in particular the remarkable Buddy, are given full billing in this lively, loving 
tribute. (Full report on p. 169. 4/22. LC: 57-7356) 


Higbee, Edward Knopf 
AN AMERICAN OASIS $5 .00 


A literate definition of our American agriculture makes its appeal to any 
intelligent person, young or old, whose interest in farming or the farm problem has 
been aroused. A historical portrait of farming from Indian times to the present, the 
modern configurations of our land, types of farming, weather and interesting specula- 
tions on the population problem make the text immediate and gripping. A fine supple- 
mentary book against which to base class discussions. (Full report on p. 165. 4/15. 
LC: 56-5788) 


Fermi, Laura Univ. of Chicago 
ATOMS FOR THE WORLD $3.75 


A splendid reflective and on-the-scene report of the International Confer- 
ence for the Peaceful Use of Atomic Energy held at Geneva in August, 1955, comes 
from the widow of Enrico Fermi and makes her second popular contribution to the 
literature of atomic study (see Atoms mn the Family, 1954). Starting with the birth 
of the conference idea in Eisenhower's U.N. speech, Mrs. Fermi continues with the 
many plans for it and finally the actual results of the historic conference itself. 
An important and vividly written report that should do much to bring home the fact 
that atoms are as much a currency for peace as for war. (Full report on p. 163. 


3/26. LC: 57-6977) 
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Hartley, Ruth E. & 
Goldenson, Robert M. Crowell 
CHILDREN'S PLAY $5.00 “ 


A comprehensive book about filling a child's empty hours constructively, this 
should be of value to teachers and parents, particularly when TV is becoming an undesira- 
ble substitute for more creative interests. There is a year by year gradation of deve- 
lopment indicating proper toys, books, outings, etc. for a wide variety of children and 
occasions. Resourceiul. (Full report on p. 172. 4/?. LC:57-6563) 


Wright, Sally Macmillan 
GARDENING: A New World for Children $2.75 


This is quite definitely directed to an adult market- parents and teachers who 
yearn to capture the interest of children in gardening and are at a loss for original 
and dramatic ideas that might succeed, where the usual approach fails. It is not a how- 
to book; only about a dozen pages are given to the techniques. With that understanding 
clear, the inquiring adult may find the answers to his problems here. Certainly the ap- 
proach is varied and original, including as it does a variety of kinds of specialized 
gardens:- a picnic garden, a pet and wildlife garden, a cook's garden, a garden to provide 
the wherewithal for making flower dolls, necklaces, bouquets, corsages; for insuring 
appealing scents; for meeting the competitive urge in growing freaks, producing the earl- 
iest or the latest something or other. Pocket money provides another urge. The young 
scientist may be captivated by soil testing, hydroponics, grafting, cross pollination. 
Hobbies may find new outlets in flower photography, making dried arrangements, growing 
miniature gardens, terrariums, gourds. There's a provocative bibliography- but again for 
adults. Special. (5/41. LC:57-7498) 
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ONE MUST BOOK 
May 20 


Richter, Conrad Knopf 
; | THE LADY $3.00 


* This ranks high in the memorable list of Richter's novels- well up with 
Sea of Grass and The Trees, this reader's favorites of the list. The lady is a 
tightly written flavorful story of New Mexico in the '80's and early '90's, still 
more Mexican than American in mores, color and viewpoint. Dona Ellen, half Mexican 
wife of Albert Sessions, local judge, is "the lady" of the title,- magnetic, charming, 
vivid with a streak of violence which makes it not incredible that it was her long 
shot that killed the cattleman who drove his cattle ruthlessly through her beloved 
garden on the ranch. That the cattle belonged to the tight-lipped, sadistic Beasley, 
a lawyer married to Ellen's sister Ana, mattered not a whit; brother Charley took the 
rap- and was exonerated, but silent suspicion still pointed to Ellen, and the act 
brought its successive retributions in violent death, and finally the complete and 
mysterious disappearance of Judge Sessions and small Willie, their only son. Ellen 
is the dominant figure throughout, though the story is told by young Jud, a nephew 
of the Judge, orphaned and taken into the Sessions' home. And an original plot thread 
a weaves the grim story together, as the competition between Beasley and Dona Ellen is 
symbolized. and brought to a melodramatic finale in the race between Ellen's beloved 
carriage horse, Critter, and the lawyer's racehorse. It's an absorbing and beauti- 
fully detailed panel of the American frontier. (LC:57-5660) 


‘Three Names That Insure Markets 


BUT we cannot see a wide Faulkner market for his new Snopes’ novel, THE TOWN (Random 
House). The Guareschi audience has been extended by the success of the film, and 
DON CAMILLO TAKES THE DEVIL BY THE TAIL (Farrar, Straus) will continue to beguile, 
John Dickson Carr with FIRE, BURN (Harter) is dependably good entertainment at a 
psychic mystery level. For the rest - see pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


April 15 


Roberts, Virginia Bouregy & Curl 
NURSE HOWARD'S ASSIGNMENT $2.75 


The ingredients as before- but the blend is reversed and there's a new angle. 
The boy from back home who loves the girl of the story turns out to be a small town 
crook, while the young doctor who had seemed so remote from anything but his job turns 
out to have loved her all along. Routine hospital background for the girls who read 
the Sue Barton series avidly in Junior High and have added a few years but not much more. 


Thorne, Emily Bouregy & Curl 
a ? A CUP FOR JANET $2.75 


A pleasant time passer, with no strain on the gray matter, which might well 
appeal to a cross section of those who like any horse story- and those who like 
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somewhat emasculated Westerns. It is a romance of a young girl in the blue grass country. 
Janet is the granddaughter of Major Sayre, who has only five horses left of a once proud & 
stable. The family fortunes need recouping, and all place high hopes on a promising colt, 

Last Chance. Meanwhile back at the ranchhouse, Tom Sheridan, Yankee school teacher, 

arrives with a legacy of twenty horses and no place to put them. So he leases pasturage 

and stabling from Blue Meadows. The villain of the piece turns out to be a professional 

man with the horses, Stan Bogue, who tries to sabotage Sheridan's string when the races 

come round. Both men court the girl- and its anyone's guess who wins. 


April 15 


Worley, Dorothy Bouregy & Curl 
THE BELOVED STRANGER $2.75 


Again a story against a hospital setting; again a cast of predictable characters,- 
the dedicated nurse who worships at the shrine of the surgeon whose Special she is, and 
who finds the devotion of the young doctor who was just the boy from back home a matter of 
not too great moment. Of course she is non pareil when it comes to beauty: And a rich 
playboy patient, accustomed to getting what he wants, sets his sights on her. The story 
has one new angle:- a patient from a plane crash is an amnesia victim; her possessions 
yield no clue to identity; her doctor finds her more than just another injured brain- and 
when remembrance is released by a chance word and she disappears, he sets about finding her, 
saving her from a pledge she feels bound to redeem, and adding his lived-happily-ever-after 
finale to two other romances come true. Enough here for several books- once over lightly. 
One can think of better ways to pass the time. 


April 22 e 


Hesse, Hermann Noonday Press 
JOURNEY TO THE EAST $3.50 cloth 
$1.25 paper 


The story is really an inconsequential element of this dissertation. The author's 
membership in an organization called The League has been rescinded and he is seeking re- 
entry. A loss of faith and vision is responsible for the subtle ostracism from the League 
and corresponds to the loss of a raison d'etre on the part of the erstwhile member. Coming 
across Leo, a member who had accompanied the League on the journey - an integral part of 
their lives - Hesse realizes that the journey which he had imagined terminated was going 
on all around him. The lack of faith had blinded his perception of it. Through a mortifi- 
cation of his ego, he is again accepted into the League. This mystical structure, the 
League, represents the spiritual community through which one gains happiness. Isolation, 
our common denominator, will never germinate into the fruits of a full life. One must join 
the brotherhood of man in their faith - not necessarily in God, or science - more appro- 
priately, in their faith in each other. Only through involvement with others in a common 
vision can the solitude of a man be comforted and controlled. The vision while it is 
collective and, therefore, anonymous, still preserves the unique and precious design of the 
individual. Membership in the League will give meaning to his personal predispositions as 
well as comfort his isolation. This novel, written several years after Steppenwolf, has a 
market among intellectuals and college students. (LC:57-8034) 


~ 


April 29 


Eiker, Karl V. Putnam a 
STAR OF MACEDON $4.50 


Gyges, son of noble Mithridates, captured and relegated to slavery by Philip of 
Macedon, came to admire his captor for the deep-seated loyalty pledged to his country and 
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his determination to aggrandize its power and heighten its glory. To liberate his 
mother from Philip's concubinage, Gyges promised to acquire the famous horses of 

the strain of Solomon. This journey, while unsuccessful for the most part, esta- 
blished Gyges as a staunch supporter of Philip and all he represented. As a close 
friend of Alexander, Philip's son, he was caught between the friction precipitated 
by Philip's exotic but venomous wife, Olympia. Nevertheless, his actions were 
always determined by his goal to fulfill the aspirations of the father. After 
Philip's murder Gyges supported Alexander to realize the dreams of conquering Persia 
and lands beyond. He ventured to that oriental land to learn of the Great King's 
military plans and equipment. The mission was executed and Gyges returned with top 
secret documents and a wife to boot. He participated fully in Alexander's endless 
march, but always with the eye of a critic. The cruelty and injustice which emerged 
from Alexander's exploits finally repelled the faithful Gyges whereupon he prepared 
to leave the service of Macedon. His preparations were halted by Alexander's death, 
an inevitable design of his wronged countrymen. The historicity of major events 
outlined by this novel is clear and the author certainly does dramatic justice to- 
them. (LC:57-6724) 


May 1 


Faulkner, William Random House 
THE TOWN $3.95 


Subtitled A Novel of the Snopes Family, this continues the particular panel 
in the Jefferson, Mississippi, chronicle that centers on the Snopes, with their 
ambitious and rapacious Flem Snopes as villain of the piece. Closely linked with 
The Hamlet (1940) and with the county of Yoknapatawpha which is Faulkner's own 
creation, this novel will find its market largely among those Faulkner addicts who 
feel that his mythical kingdom is at one and the same time, symbolic of the South he 
reflects and an accurate reportorial record of its people and its thinking. Despite 
the gap since The Hamlet was written, the reader will quickly recognize other char- 
acters who comprise the lively gallery of the Faulkner world. The story helps resolve 
the tragic impasse in the love affair of Eula Snopes and Manfred deSpain; it pursues 
the unpleasant career of Flem Snopes as he determines to eliminate his family from 
the local scene; it sets Linda, daughter of Eula, on a path that may help her slough 
off the hampering memories of Jefferson; and it enriches the imaginative portrait of 
a place and a people. The manner will be for many a deterrent, as Faulkner tells his 
story through many of the participants - a sound track technique, with hesitations, 
repetitions, and a colloquial tendency to stray from the issue. But - after a more 
than ordinarily slow start - the story gathers momentum and the random bits fall into 
place. Definitely a book for those who regard Faulkner as a significant figure in 
the American literary scene. One questions whether it will make new recruits. (LC: 


57-6656 ) 
May 2 


Nicholson, Hubert Coward -McCann 
SUNK ISLAND $3.50 


An English regional novel divides its emphasis between place and characters 
for the Humber estuary, East Riding in Yorkshire, puts its stamp on its people. Roger, 
grandson of patriarchal Saul Wellincroft whose Beckbank abounds with the offspring of 
his three marriages in all their clannish ways and jokes, "coorts" Louisa of Stock- 
house Farm at Sunk Island but it is her younger sister, Ida, intense and consuming, 
who weds him and with whom he goes to live in the unnatural, unearthly land. Absorbed 
in his passion and absorbed by the devouring demands of Ida, who fights consumption to 
bear his child, Roger is cut away from Beckbank and from Louisa who has gone to work 
for lawyer Hunstable, but his suicide permits her to come home to care for Ida. Ida's 
death does not loosen her hold for Roger would die to find her but Louisa recalls him 
to life. The period, turn of the century, the dialect, and the locale give this 
shadings of intensity and individuality. (LC:57-6281) 
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May 6 


Vaughan, Richard Dutton + 
ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT $2.75 


Again the wild Welsh setting (Moulded in Earth and its successors) overhangs a 
short novel of a father and son, Bedo and Guto Corris, who are traveling fast to catch 
the red haired wife-mother who has run away with Gomer Perrott. Bedo is the strongest 
man in the parish and unafraid of the plain murder into which they are heading at Crognant 
where the drovers, Shirgars and Cardis in full force, are bound to meet. Guto is left at 
an inn where little Miri gives him another kind of courage, but he runs away to be with 
his father and acquires a mute, Sem, as a guide. In Crognant Bedo has been set upon but 
creates a diversion so that he can meet with Gover and his wife. The decision to fight 
for her lines up the trigger-tempered groups while Bedo and Gomer battle - to Bedo's 
defeat, for the woman is bearing Gomer's child, her place is with Gomer and Bedo lets 
Gomer win. Loyalty and integrity,as grimly won as its background, colors this. (LC:57-5341) 


May 9 


b) 


THE GIRL IN THE BLUE PINAFORE 


Bassett, Sara Ware g Doubleday 
2. 


45 $3.00 


Belleport revisited, and Lydia Freeman is your little girl blue, a woman of 
indeterminate age but of course young in heart- generous too as she takes in an invalid 
artist and sets him back on his feet. He is Sherwin Prescott, alias Christopher Hurd, and 
he repays her by painting her portrait in a blue pinafore and later goes on to more pro- 
fitable commissions. Lydia next houses some German refugees- finds as Christopher goes 
onward and elsewhere that it is one of them- Fritz- who belongs in her life on a permanent 
basis... A light form of sedation for that sedentary clientele. (LC:57-7276) 


Treece, Henry Random House 
THE GOLDEN STRANGERS $3.75 


This adds to the previous novels of English early history (The Dark Island, 
The Great Captains) for here, 4,000 years ago, are the flint men, the fisherfolk, the 
hunters and the dog men of south England, wary and suspicious of each other, unalike in 
ways and customs. Garroch, son of the Old Man of Craig Dun, unwillingly brings Rua, of the 
Fish people, to his home, for she has killed her father to go with him and bring food to 
Garroch's people; she taunts him to kill a wolf and he outdoes her scorn by killing one 
with his teeth. When the Hunters come, answering their disbelief, he becomes a blood 
brother by accident to Asa Wolf and together they try to keep the Old Man from being killed. 
Garroch impersonates him in a mock burial; takes his people on war parties to sack other 
villages for cattle and food; is trapped and imprisoned. Asa frees him by ransom and 
Garroch returns to face the strangers from over the water who have swords of gold and are 
ruled by the Sun God. Killing their leader brings him Isca who makes many changes in the 
dark people's devotions to their Earth Mother and who, as the hated sister of the woman 

now driving the dead Sun God leader's son to conquest, is the instrument of his mutilation. 
A striking recreation of a primitive society, of savaging and savagery, this spans the 
years with vitality and excitement, with strength in character and customs. (LC:56-8802) 





May 14 


Clayton, John Bell Macmillan 
THE STRANGERS WERE THERE $3.75 


A posthumous collection of shorter pieces has its closest kinship with- of his 
three novels- Wait Son, October is Near and also has a certain unity in the small town of 
Colonial Springs in the Blue Ridge mountains of Virginia whose natives fill the pages here. 
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This is a quiet country- memory and mood shadows the landscape and the Civil War is 

a faint but insistent echo. And so, from the Country Club to Jerkumtight Hollow, 
from the poolroom to the drugstore to the colonial houses on the hill, you will meet 
many of the local citizens:- old Bernie of the Star whose 42 years of dogged service 
are rewarded with a testimonial dinner and a set of golf clubs he will never use; 

the restless, shiftless Berry whose troubles make him the town drunk and bum; the 
Colonel whose long, unresolved courtship of genteel Miss Lou Ellen ends in marriage 
only a year before his death; sharp-eyed, keen-eared Cousin Mattie who is an "eter- 
nal chastisement" to a youngster; etc., etc. John Bell Clayton annotates these lives 
with affection- and they make up a pleasing sort of sketchbook. The market may be as 
fragmentary as the material. (LC:57-7908) 


ae + 

May-I5 |b | 5 
Fielding, Gabriel Morrow i 
IN THE TIME OF GREENBLOOM $4.75 


A strange and haunting book, which never- for this reader- became quite 
real. John Blaydon, barely thirteen when the story opens, is unlike other boys even 
then and fate piles one thing upon another until a sensitive, imaginative lad be- 
comes a notorious figure, wholly unable to come to terms with his own generation, 
obsessed by the tragedy of violent death of the one person he loved and a pervading 
sense of guilt, dropped from school after school, approaches the verge of suicide. 
Two people exercise a profound influence:- his eccentric mother, who has her own 
method of exerting pressures; and Horab Greenbloom, self-consciously a Jew, immense- 
ly wealthy, an unorthodox Oxford student who thinks rules are made to be broken. 
Greenbloom - through shock techniques of his own making- forces John to face himself, 
his own mental and emotional blocks, his inability to emerge from the past. That the 
methods Horab uses could bring any results other than escape from the trammels of 
his strange hypnotism is never made credible, but he alone sees through John's de- 
fences until John meets another girl who captures his imagination and makes him feel 
that the future may be his. The picture of English Public School life; of a rectory 
household- with conflicting view of Anglicanism; of censoriousness and laxity at the 
extremes; of innocence pilloried and deviation condoned- adds up to a strange melange. 


May 20 


Lee, C. Y. Farrar, Straus 
THE FLOWER DRUM SONG $3.50 


A charming little book about the Wang family, refugees from Red China five 
years ago and now settled in San Francisco's Chinatown, trying to cope with both 
their old Chinese traditions and the new American world in which they find themselves. 
There is Old Master Wang, 63; Ta, his elder son, 28; San, his 13-year old cowboy- 
tough-guy younger son; there is Mme. Tang, his widowed sister-in-law; and his servants. 
With much that is funny and touching, there's a bit here and there of sterner stuff:- 
Old Wang's friendship with another Chinese traditionalist, the herb doctor, carried 
on in writing because they speak different dialects; Ta's romances and his conversa- 
tions with his friend, Chang, a cynical optimist; the introduction into the family of 
the flower drum singers, Old Man Li and his daughter May Li; Mme. Tang's fluctua- 
tions between being up-to-date American and very old-fashioned indeed. The main plot 
line is the rather meandering one of getting Ta married, his father and aunt arranging 
things by astrology and reaching his goal more effectively by backward advances 
to love. There is lots of local color and much mouth-watering talk of food. A 
smoothly written and altogether pleasant and different novel. (LC:57-7461 ) 









-232- Fiction March 15, 1957 


May 20 


Denzer, Peter W. Henry Holt 2 
THE LAST HERO $3.95 







































The glowering, hulking boyhood and young manhood of Louis Adar, at odds with 
the world and particularly his parents, is a rather glum record of maladaptation, expe- 
rimentation, and unruly protest which makes only a faint bid for sympathy. From a big 
brute of a boy, to an inflammatory 19, Louis is seen in his antagonism toward his Jewisi 
doctor father, his quiet, repressive mother. He refuses to go to college, then to earn 
the approval of his father agrees, finally backs down and goes off to get a job as a 
laborer in a knife factory. He has an affair with a schoolteacher, Anita, and finds some 
easement in her "soft and giving warmness", but after his father's death, he reaches his 
decision to give up the factory where this phase of his life is concluded with a daziser- 
ous fire..... Peter Denzer who hes written two other novels (Dutton) has made few soft- 
ening, redeeming concessions to the reader who is most likely to find it uncouth. (LC: 


57-6186 ) 


Carpentier, Alejo Knopf 
THE KINGDOM OF THIS WORLD $3.00 


Following Ti Noel, a slave of de Mezy, a wealthy planter, along the years this 
pictures Haiti through its periods of revolts to the kingship of Henri Christophe and to 
his downfall. Throughout is the strain of voodoo from Macandal, a one-armed runaway 
slave who gains fame as Lord of Poison in a wave of terror to wipe out the whites, and 
who lives on in myth after his execution; there is Christophe as a chef and Soliman, the 
masseur of Pauline Bonaparte when she is General Leclerc's wife. Ti Noel is saved in the 
total extermination of the blacks when he is taken to be sold in Santiago de Cuba but he 
is rovnded up for the building of Christophe's citadel fortress, La Ferriere. There are € 
scenes in the European-aping court, with the Queen and children and the many ministers, 
with Christophe's stroke and his abandonment and suicide, with the life of the royal 
family in Rome and Soliman's death. From the chains of an owner to the chains of a tyrant 


this panels history high in color and character. Translated from the Spanish. (LC:57- 
5661 ) 





Marquand, John P. | Little, Brown 
LIFE AT HAPPY KNOLL ¢ | 10 $375 


One wonders whether there are enough golf club members who can view with de- 
tachment the peccadillos of their fellow members to provide a market for this offbeat 
contribution to the Marquand gallery of unfavorite people. Happy Knoll is one of two 
competing clubs in a suburban community (presumably near New York). The story- if such 
it can be termed- is developed through a sheaf of letters, most of them written by a Board 
member to the president emeritus, to keep him au courant with the events of club-shatter- 
ing importance - and to pry loose another contribution to its shaky finances. One sees, 
through these letters, and other bits of random correspondence, the efforts of the club to 
secure well-heeled new members; the divided loyalties in relation to the aging and in- 
competent bar tender, the locker room attendant, the golf pro, and the caddies; the differ- 
ing viewpoints regarding uses made of the clubhouse for parties, increasingly raucous and 
out-of-hand; the attitude towards women- and their place in the scheme of an all-men member- 
ship; the rights of members to use the locker room for nude drinking parties - or simply 


a tg to change their shoes, and so on. Frankly I found it very dull reading. (LC:57- 
7T&41 


Devon, John Anthony Putnam 
O WESTERN WIND $3.95 = 


' History with a different angle to the view, this travels from Cornwall to the 
hard won colony at Plymouth and takes a new look at well established New England figures. 
Standish is a shrimp and bad tempered; Morton, who broke away from stern Puritan concepts, 
becomes a liberal with unacceptable ideas of treating Indians as equals; Carver's dedicated 
kindliness is lost when Bradford takes over. Damon Fairon, a farm hand, loves and saves 
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his master's daughter, Sapphira, fights Degory who loves her in quite another way, 

and runs away when he thinks he has killed Degory. He sails with the Mayflower and 
gives his devotion to the new land; he becomes the friend of the young Indian Samoset, 
hears the first dreams of parliaments and federations with the Indians and sees their 
workings, after he leaves Plymouth, in Morton's Merry Mount, at Wollaston. Tried, with 
Morton, he is tracked down by Sapphira and they make their escape to Cape Anne where 
they are pursued by Degory whose final bravery saves the little community. Facts 
compounded by action, an old setting with different lighting, this rouses pale shades 
to somewhat unexpected vigor. (LC:57-6723) 


May 21 


Manson, John Henry Holt 
IT IS A DREAM $395 


The bondage of Cameron Williams to the memory of Lise Bennet, with whom 
he had fallen in love at college, carries him through his years in the service, and 
he returns from the war in the hope of having her- and marrying her. But Lise, with 
the telegram announcing his return, runs off to New York- where he follows her, con- 
tinues her game of sexual hide and seek which taunts and tantalizes him- until she 
runs off again, and he marries Chris and takes an advertising job in Mexico. Now- 
after a few years- letters renew the old romance, a week with her in New Orleans 
confirms that it is stronger than ever, and he secures his divorce to join her in 
Italy- for a bitter revelation.... John Manson, a script writer who has also written 
for Coronet and Argosy, has not refined his technique for a first hardcover appearance 
and this dream world materializes in fleshy terms- for unselective rentals.(LC:57-6190) 


Manfred, Frederick Random House 


RINGERS OF JUDGMENT $3 -95 


The three Hammett brothers, Cain, Harry, and Dale are thick-necked and de- 
termined. Their cousin Rosemary, Dale's wife, urges them to avenge the deaths of 
their fathers. Juxtaposed to this family feud is a struggle between the large and 
small cattle ranchers. Conveniently, the protagonists and antagonists of the western 
vendetta are one and the same with representative factions of the cattle business. 

As the power struggle becomes more intense, tragedy stalks the Wyoming plain. Queenie, 
the affectionate cattle woman with a little prostitution business on the side, is 
murdered. Dencil, an unprepossessing small rancher, is murdered, Dale is murdered. 
Cain, the hero, at the behest of Rosemary whom he once loved, must introduce some 
order into his county and his life. His eventual death is mourned by the whole com- 
munity. The psychological undertones are complicated if not complex. On the whole 
the book has a certain raw vitality but much of the details and description are un- 
necessary. (Mr. Manfred has also written under the name of Feike Feikema.) (LC:57- 
5387) 

May 23 


Gerson, Noel B. Doubleday 
THE CONQUEROR'S WIFE $3.95 7° 


The Lady Matilda, beautiful and brilliant widowed daughter of Count Baldwin, 
disdained all talk of the low born bastard William of Normandy as husband, but she 
reckoned without a will as strong as her own. And they proved to be well matched. 
Holding closely to the known facts of history, Gerson has told the story of a marriage 
against the period when William and Harold of England pitted strength and wits with 
the throne of Edward the Confessor the stake. The Lady Matilda played no mean part- 
and on her decision to spare Harold, chance placed in William's hands, William blamed 
the necessity for taking war to England's shores. But once the Battle of Hastings was 
won and the throne of England his, William sent for Matilda, and made her his queen. 
It is a vivid picture of the times, but one stumbles now and again over Gerson's inter- 
pretation and exposition of the emotions and the thinking of the times in terms that 
might be placed in any modern age. Of sturdy fabric, however, the characters and the 
story stand the test. 
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Graves, Robert Doubleday e | 
THEY HANGED MY SAINTLY BILLY 2.95 $00 
The Life & Death of Dr. William Palmer 


Graves has an established reputation as an historical novelist and all his 
special gifts come into play in an unusually fascinating recreation of the career, trial 
and education of Palmer, who was known as the mass poisoner. It is fictional in form 
only, in that a reporter, presumably is digging out the full facts of the case through in- 
terviews, letters, trail records, etc., interspersed with a few passages of conclusions. 
The interviews are generally wonderfully well done, giving besides evidence pictures of 
gay evening life in London, the activities and people of the race tracks, small town jeal- 
ousies and feuds, and sidelights on the medical profession and the state of the legal 
profession in mid-l19th century England, Graves' contention seems to be that though Palmer 
may very well have been a murderer (though perhaps not a poisoner) he was probably not 
guilty of the death for which he was executed, and most certainly should not have been 
convicted on the evidence given at his most unfair trial.... A Must for true-crime addicts 
and recommended to those interested in period novels as well. Readers should be cautioned 
that there are a couple of gruesome autopsies, and some rather lengthy and boring details 
of financial finagling. But the whole adds up to an unusual reading experience. (LC:57- 


7283) | 


‘Hardy, Ronald Doubleday 


KAMPONG fP{?» 1«<%s p $3 -95 


* A kampong is a Javanese village, and while this is ostensibly a story of a U.N. 
medical team, sent there to combat yaws, the bitter, prolonged hostility between the Dutch 
and the Indonesians is self-contained and the disease of nationalism is an even uglier 
threat in this ravaged part of the world. The head of the team is a Dr. Lynd, a man of 
conscience and of heart, but with him is a Dr. Kiek, a symbol, a saint, and something of 
a patriot- who has given many years of selfless service in the kampongs but who has also 
supported the Dutch guerrilla movement. Kiek, broken in health and to an extent beaten 
in spirit, wants only to die in peace but is arrested to extort a damaging confession. 

A second victim will be an Englishwoman he had once known, who had survived the deaths of 
her husband and child to sink into a wretched existence as a prostitute. An outbreak of 
cholera intensifies the drama here which reaches its sordid, bitter conclusion as Kiek 
sullies and then destroys the legend of his dedication in a useless sacrifice.... An often 
powerful book, the unrelenting personal and political conflict is not without its spiritual 
significance and makes a certain identification with the works of Graham Greene. This does 
not mean that it will be easy to place. (LC:57-6710) 


Knight, Brigid Doubleday 
THE CITADEL IS YOURS $3.50 


A long distance novel pits a woman's love and loyalty to her unstable husband 
against the love she finds in another man. Valerie marries David Summerhayes, who gives 
up law to go into medicine, first research then surgery, whose refusal to recognize others' 
rules wins him enemies in spite of his brilliance. The loss of their daughter undermines 
his faith in himself and it is Valerie, making use of her nurse's training, who pulls him 
through in an emergency operation. But it is a never ending salvaging of his career that 
keeps her with him with only a hidden love for Charles Leighton, an architect whose mother 
is helpful in giving Valerie another outlet. During the War, when David vanishes, Valerie 
is still enchained until she can be assured that he is truly dead - and dead with honor. 
Charles is her strong support until the truth is learned and their marriage can be based ’ 
on 4 double assurance of happiness. A slow, almost patient, pursuit of marital and perso- 
nality disharmony makes love and loyalty stable factors and fills in the picture with 
minute detail. Limited to a feminine audience for sure. (LC:57-7070) 
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May 23 


Guareschi, Giovanni Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
DON CAMILLO TAKES THE DEVIL BY THE TAIL $3.00 


He certainly does, and the battle between Don Camillo, the giant priest of 
his village in the Valley of the Po, uses every trick in the bag to outwit, outthink, 
outperform in the contest with his friend and enemy, the Red Mayor, Peppone. Again 
Guareschi manages to make the duel highly entertaining reading, whether they are out- 
doing each other in piety (as in the restoration of the statue Don Camillo had 
laboriously disposed of, or in their battle for adherence as when politics and reli- 
gion got in the way of true love.) The saving grace was that both men loved their 
village- and both had fundamental respect- and a measure of affection- the one for 
the other, and most of their battles ended in compromise, or a fairly even score of 
victories, with the balance perhaps slightly on the side of the angels. (LC:57-8937) 


Rimanelli, Giose | Random House 
ORIGINAL SIN | $2.95 


It is hard to imagine how more horror, brutality and general depression 
could be packed into such a short novel as this Italian one. Starting with the near 
rape by two men of the 16-year old daughter of the destitute Vietri family and ending 
with the castration by the women of the Southern Italy village of one of the would-be 
rapers, it provides a sandwich filling of grinding poverty, sexual perversion, murder, 
betrayal, adultery, and most of the pettier sins as well. The Vietri family, the 
center of a large cast of characters, is a most pathetic one and their plight is 
brought home to the reader most clearly in small scenes and touches rather than in the 
full sweep of horror that finally engulfs them. The same is true of all of the people 
introduced. Nothing good will ever happen to any of them, that is sure from the start, 
but the author still manages to raise hopes and sympathy (before crushing them) by 
showing his people as human with human virtues as well as vices. Still, by heaping 
violence upon violence, he leaves the reader more numbed than genuinely moved. Very 
well written, but only for the strongest stomachs. (LC :57-5376) 


May 24 


Marceau, Felicien . Abelard -Schuman 
THE CHINA SHEPHERDESS $3.00 


From the French, these annals of adolescence reflect a casual, experimental, 
unpredictable phase of experience with no particular pattern over and above the rather 
impromptu inclinations of a number of young people who cross the pages here. There 
is Marie-Jeanne, who as a schoolgirl establishes a pleasant friendship with Flora, an 
aging whore, and Ted, a retired jockey- Marie-Jeanne who will grow up to be loved by 
all who meet her; Nicholas, her cousin, who wants to experience everything and while 
of more fortunate circumstances hires out as a butler; Ferdinand, an aristocrat's son, 
who steals- to win Marie-Jeanne- and ends up in jail; Boussais, a Senator's son, whom 
Marie-Jeanne chooses for her first affair; etc., etc. These and others appear in 
scattered incidents which are intended to show the vagaries of youth before maturity 
imposes a more rigid design and it is pleasantly amiable and amoral. This is M. 
Marceau's first book to be brought over here- and it is a ery special taste, one may 
suspect deliberately so. (LC:57-5569) 


Janney, Russell Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CURTAIN CALL $2.75 


Nearly eighty, the Old Manager dreams of the plays, the stars and the world 
he has known before he was forced into bankruptcy six years earlier. When a check for 
$2,000 comes in repayment of an old debt, he is off to produce a fabulous new show. 
For the Old Manager thinks it is a $200,000 windfall and rounds up all his old as- 
sociates. As he tours the theatrical world many he has known and helped offer assists 
for the new show, others promptly make way for his production and he relives the days 


~ 
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of fame. At the theater that night it is he, when fire breaks out, who is the one who 

averts a panic and is killed. For those who remember the ingredients of the earlier The & 
Miracle of the Bells this will be perhaps familiar territory, in its theatrical-cum-ins- 
pirational methods. (To this reader- a phony) (LC:57-7575) 


May 2k 7/19 7 ) 
/ ~  Uaagh ae o£ 
Burgess, Jackson ? Putnam 
PILLAR OF CLOUD 434,50 = $3-95 


1858, and a journey westward from Whitaker in the Kansas Territory is undertaken 
by an ill-assorted and ill-prepared handful of men- and one woman- who hope that the 
promise of a new country will erase the fears and failures of the past. Under the guidance 
of wagon master Ned Drum are Garvin Cooper, a lawyer- Bob McVey, a Quaker couple, an 
easterner, and the runaway apprentice Jim Pierce. As the wagon wheels turn west- there is 
the vigilance against the Indians- although those they meet are peaceable; McVey's mistrust 
of Drum which mounts to manic violence, and his unprovoked shooting of an old Indian who 
is harmless ard alone; a brush fire spooks their horses and mules; and finally the end of 
the journey brings further tragedy when Drum takes his own life..... As the bright expec- 
tations of a new world give way to the stress of this journey through bare country, the 
narrative achieves a subdued tension and offers a superior and more substantial type of 
western. (LC:57-6721) 


May 29 


Goodin, Peggy Dutton 
DEDE O'SHEA $3.50 


eeee+ is eleven years old and very much at cross purposes with her family, her * 
school, St. Cecilia's, and very often her conscience. Her sounding board is the new 
tenant of their guest house, recently widowed Karen Mitchell who has been crippled in the 
accident that killed her husband. When Dede smuggles a kitten into the house, forges her 
father's name on a check to buy a dress to wear to the freshman prom to which she has 
blackmailed Chuck into taking her, it is Karen and the priest who get her confidence. Then 
Dede appears on TV to get money to pay back her father and is the miserable author of the 
kitten's death and, at long last, the very happy older sister of the new baby. And Karen, 
through Dede and her impatient problems, comes clear of her unhappiness in her morbid ties 
to her dead husband and finds an answer in Dede's faith. A ragingly young Californian 
makes a pleasant heroine with an addiction to truth - and consequences. (LC:57-5342) 


Carr, John Dickson Harper 
FIRE, BURN! $3.50 


* More jiggery-pokery with a chink in time sends Detective Inspector John Cheviot 
from today to 1829 when Peel, Rowan and Mayne were inaugurating the Metropolitan Police 
against all criticism from every class. Widowed Lady Drayton is in his arms; he is 
scheduled to be the superintendent of the new law enforcement and given the case of Lady 
Cork's stolen birdseed. This turns out to be jewels and three people are watching when 
Lady Cork's companion, Margaret Renfrew, is murdered so Cheviot, finding out strange things 
in his reincarnated character, is more than on a spot. There is the enemy he makes with 
whom he must have a shooting match - and a duel; there is the matter of Vulcan and a broil 
at his gambling place; there is Lady Drayton to be shielded; there is Cheviot's 20th century 
knowledge which is of little avail; and there is the treachery of his enemy which brings 
about the downfall of the real criminal. And there is an elegance of entertainment for Pd 
1957 readers before Cheviot is returned to his proper time-spot. (LC:57-7135) 
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May 29 


L'Engle, Madeleine Lippincott 
A WINTER'S LOVE $3.75 


eeee- intrudes on a: marriage, during a rather disconsolate time when 
professor Courtney Bowen- having been eased out of his job- takes his wife Emily and 
his two daughters for a year in the Haute Savoie. Courtney's withdrawal makes Emily 
even more susceptible to the love offered by Abe Fielding, an old friend, but a 
sense of probity- rather than prudery- prevents her from accepting Abe on any basis. 
And along with Courtney's dispirited retreat, there is her daughter Virginia's un- 
happy awareness of her parent's situation, and the misguided gesture of a friend 
which returns Emily to Courtney- although knowing that she will also always love Abe.... 
A convincing story of mixed loyalties and divided affections, sympathetically dif- 
ferentiated and domesticated for women. The Rose Franken audience should be just 
about right. (LC:57-6832) 


RIDDLES, SADDLES, FIDDLEFADDLES 
April 3 


Graaf, Peter ; Morrow-Mill 
GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE $2.95 


A newcomer with a story of London's gangster underworld and, pitted against 
it, a one-man detective of the missing persons’ bureau, strictly from Brooklyn. Joe 
Dust was a bit of a mystery himself but Scotland Yard, aware and seemingly suspicious, 
gives him plenty of rope and protection of a sort. Dust is on his own tracing the 
missing war-time wife of a man from the Bronx and the son of that marriage, and heads 
into daquble murder, kidnapping and the payoff leaves a spas vite of more tales to come. 
Fast and toughish. (LC:57-7675) 


April 15 


Lawson, Larry | Bouregy & Curl 
THE NAKED SPURS $2.75 


Cussed, canny Zeb Eddy asks for more trouble than he can handle when he 
decides to hunt down the man he presumes to be the killer of his halfbreed youngster, 
hires two runaway undesirables, and permits the surly Muller to replace Rich as his 
foreman- and thereby teach Rich a lesson. Rich, combining and conniving with Zeb's 
daughter, settles up and sets the old man in his place-for keeps.... Uppity. 


Long, Charles R. ) Bouregy & Curl 
THE INFINITE BRAIN $2.75 


1009 years dead, Andrew Galeko is revived to Janessa, a lovely young thing, 
and some others in outer space. But he cannot shake the dreams, visitations and 
psychic transgressions back to his earth of a thousand years before and only belief 
in The Mind, a spiritual organism, can save him from these anachronistic excursions. 
The critical moment comes when Hunter, who has perpetrated these events, tries to 
manipulate Andrew for the last time and Andrew defers to The Mind- and of course 
Janessa... For a story with much mention of high speeds, this one is alarmingly slow. 


Storm, Michael Bouregy & Curl 
EDGE OF DANGER $2.75 


Cloak and dagger thriller, with a sheaf of valuable notes on jet performance 
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the goal- and a fortune in thousand dollar notes complicating the set-up. Hero- Scott 
Elliott, the test pilot who held a secret locked in his mind and was ordered complete 

rest and seclusion as a way to release the spring; heroine- the mystery blonde, Nagle Ef 
Stafford, who knows too much- and too little- for her own health and peace of mind. 

Ample scope for action, with mystery piled on mystery- and a bit better written than 

some under this imprint. 


ys. 


april 25 S\2\ 
Bush, Christopher | Macmillan 
THE CASE OF THE EXTRA MAN $2.95 


Another unhurried exploit of Ludovic Travers takes him, and his detective agen- 
cy, through the mystery of a vanished husband, blackmail, and the link between three men 
who speak French and are associated with restaurants. Travers, busily protecting more 
than one client, paces his Scotland Yard friend Wharton, links routine with extra curri- 
cular activities and writes his own finis. A slow teaser. 


May x 27 


Maine, Charles Eric Lippincott 
THE ISOTOPE MAN $3.00 


Science reporter Delaney, on a lend-lease assignment in London for the magazine 
View, identifies a man fished out of the Thames as the nuclear physcist Rayner and suspects 
a dangerous impersonation as another man continues as Rayner at an atomic research instal- 
lation. The radication fogging of his photographs, and the aplastic anaemia of the hos- 4 
pitalized Rayner confirm Delaney's hunch that the patient is the isotope man- and while the 
police tick him off time and again- he carries on his independent investigation at a lively 
clip.... Straddling the mystery- s.f. barrier, this is an alert and easy form of entertain- 
ment. (LC:57-8943) 


May 15 


Brooker, Clark Ballantine 
FIGHT AT SUN MOUNTAIN $2.75- $.35 


Boise Kinstrey, living under an obligation to- and a sense of identification 
with- Big Matt Galbraith, takes over his lumbering outfit when Matt is murdered, and 
helps to straighten out his son- Cass. His sister Marna however lines up against them 
both and tries to sell out their interests; gunplay and sabotage increase the hazards but 
Boise and Cass prove themselves and are worthy of the dead man's legacy.... Rugged country 
this, and muscularly masculine all the way. (LC:57-8245) 













Elston, Allan Vaughan Lippincott 


GRAND MESA $2.95 









Ken Barry's intention to bring in some new settlers to the Dos Rios cattle 
country is a threat to Dale Channing- who has an old criminal charge (murder) against him 
which may be exposed so that Channing, along with Mike Longden, plans to deflect the new- 
comers and do away with Barry. A rigged bank robbery charge is the means- and leads on sige 
to a second murder; Longden backs out of the partnership and a last roundup leads to the 
showdown which will clear Barry- convict Channing. Old pro- and par for this course. 
(LC:57-6241) 
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May 23 


Dean, Spencer Doubleday 
MURDER ON DELIVERY $2.95 


The hijacking of a hundred thousand dollar crown sable coat, a gift to a 
TV actress from one who wants no scandal, puts the bee on Don Cadee, Chief of 
Protection for Ambletts, the store superior of Fifth Avenue, for its fur buyer and 
Cadee's assistant have vanished with the coat. The kid glove hush-hush must be 
maintained even when Cadee gets on the track of the kidnapping thieves; Cadee is a 
one-man threat all the way until he surrounds every part of his problem. Brawny. 


(LC :57-7377) 
May 29 


Kelland, Clarence Budington Harper 
THE CASE OF THE NAMELESS CORPSE $2.95 


On a blind assignment, in a totally unknown area, (the oil fields of 
Alberta, Canada), Archibald Boliver Butts, goephysicist, has a little trouble satis- 
fying his employer, head of Trans-Oceanic Oil. A rival oil company's president has 
been killed; there is sabotage in Calgary; there are two girls - one good, one bad; 
and there is more than murder to occupy Butts. A Kelland carbon. (LC:57-6150) 


} 


S 0 § 
Please read- and answere if you have an opinion to register. 


For some months now we have wondered how valuable to you are reports on 
the patterned romances, mysteries and westerns that come in bunches from certain 
houses that publish only this type of book. We confess to bogging down on the reading 
and finding it very difficult to differentiate the one from the other. Shall we select any | 
that are important for you to know about- or do you simply buy a certain amount 
this type of book for certain readers? We'd like your advice in this matter and will 
abide by majority opinion. 


In another category our coverage has sharply increased - that of Religious 
Books. Here your opinion should be carefully considered. Are we doing too much- 
too often? Do you need reports on the sort of paperback pamphlet material Friendship 
Press issues? Is the division into Catholic and Non Catholic valuable? 


For your convenience, we are providing the form below. You need not sign 


your name, if you prefer not to. It is mass opinion we are seeking. 


We sinieninmealiaiees your reports on light love, patterned westerns & mysteries. 


do not need or use 


k 
We ae the breakdown of reports on Religious Books. 


do not care for 
We do or we do not need reports on pamphlet material in the religious field. 


Name Library 


Address 
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No MUST BOOKS- No DARK HORSES 


The glitter and the gold once again in Ellin Berlin's biography of her grandparents, SILVER * 
PLATTER (Doubleday); an unknown and unpredictable writer, Harold Elvin tells delightfully 

of a ride across India in THE RIDE TO CHANDIGARH (Macmillan); Gant Gaither’s PRINCESS OF 

MONACO (Holt) is anybody's guess for popular appeal; Eddie Cantor doubtless still commands 

a loyal following- TAKE MY LIFE (Doubleday); and Charles Codman has written one of the 

most engaging of war memoirs in DRIVE: A CHRONICLE OF PATTON'S ARMIES (A.M.P.) Don't over- 

look Phillips, THE LIVING LEGEND (Little, Brown). Reports are in the pages following. 


April l 


Burn, Michael Beacon 
MR. LYWARD'S ANSWER $3.95 


For some twenty-five years Mr. Lyward, a most unusual schoolmaster, has run a 
school along most unusual lines for some forty delinquent boys in England. These boys, 
about 17 years old, are the rejects of parents, authorities, psychiatrists, or other 
schools with hopeless labels and serious records. Mr. Lyward, a frail man with an abs- 
tracted air, has managed to salvage almost all of them. At Finchden, there are no fixed 
hours and no curriculum and when Michael Burn, who spent six months there, asked one of 
the boys "What do you learn" he was told "We learn to live". Casualness is the keyword of 
Mr. Lyward's method, and while having once used analytic techniques- he now believes in 
what he calls "a loosening process". All of this is of course rather elusive for those 
who would want to follow in Mr. Lyward's footsteps- but it offers a very different form of 
re-education. Mr. Burn, a sensitive writer, has managed to convey the exceptional qualities @ 
of Mr. Lyward and the fluidity of his technique with fond admiration. (LC:57-6526) 


April 3 





Aitken, Kate Longmans, Green 
NEVER A DAY SO BRIGHT $3.50 


A relaxed review of life in Canada (Beeton, Ont.) during the author's childhood 
is filled with the homely, domestic and community details of the seasons, for her home was 
also the store, at times a boarding house and always a busy center for gatherings of 
every sort. There were visits from relatives whose supply of stories kept the seven Scott 
children entranced; there was a "Hard Winter" (for the adults but not the children); there 
was the impressive - and exhausting - spring cleaning, the great sale of millinery , the ice 
carnival; there were celebrations of many kinds; there was a diphtheria epidemic and there 
were fairs; there was trade and barter and assorted financial problems; there was always 
cooking and cleaning. An area of dependence on immediate resources and a period of strong 
characters combine to give this a frontier quality which has the placid look of an enchanted 
past. Those who have known small villages can appreciate this. Illustrated by Frank Newfeld. 


Beke, Laszlo Viking 
A STUDENT'S DIARY: Budapest Oct. 16-Nov. 1 $1.95 


Where Michener (in The Bridge at Andau) cross sections the various faces of 
the revolution in Hungary, including the students' spearheading of the whole, this is an 
expansion, almost moment by moment, of one student's experience as the unrest, dissatis- 
faction with things as they were, and drive to regain lost liberties disrupted into a more 
far-reaching sequence of events than dreamed of on the University campus. The student's 
name is of necessity a pseudonym. He was an art student (and his sketches illustrate his 
text), and as a leader of the protest groups was instrumental in triggering a revolution 
that involved the workers, the police, the soldiers and won through to a brief glory of 
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unbelievable success before the juggernaut of the Soviet power throttled the country 
once again. In his deep emotional division- fearful as he was for his pregnant wife, 
his family, this brings triumph and tragedy into juxtaposition, and leaves an impress 
as a moving human document and a first hand record of a glorious interlude in man's 
struggle for libery. In editing and translating the text, Leon Kossar and Ralph 
Zoltan have preserved that sense of first hand communication. 


April 8 


Low, David Simon & Schuster 
LOW'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY $5.00 


* Low's politically pointed pen, here confined by the dictionary, comes 
through as wry and perspicacious as ever. Some of his art, admittedly, doesn't 
transmute (the epic symbols of Chamberlain's umbrella, Blimp, etc., the awesomeness 
of his realism which has an impact of a Daumier drawing). This life story starts 
with Low's indifferent education as a boy in New Zealand and his pen and paper head- 
hunting travels through Australia; he hops to London where his "Antipodean eye” 
launches his fame. Ever bigger bigwigs fall to his drawing board; his increasing 
grasp of political values and his own task as a liberal (he determined not "to let 
democracy die of entertainment") lead him into World War II and his self-styled world 
citizenship. Every kind of range in subjects and acquaintances, leaders, writers, 
VIPs and many more; and it would be piggish to ask for more illustrations but could 
there ever be enough drawings? A delight in any and all seasons. 


April 12 


Benet, Sula Abelard Schuman | 
FESTIVAL MENUS ‘ROUND THE WORLD $3.50 


All countries have special days when a native dish is served for the oc- 
casion. Description of thirty-four festivals and their accompanying menus give an 
unusual twist to this cookbook. Dr. Benet teaches anthropology at Hunter College 
and has collected these exotic and often symbolic recipes in her travels. They have 
all been tested and adjusted to American cooking methods. (LC:56-5507) 


April 13 


Speaight, Robert Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE LIFE OF HILAIRE BELLOC $6.50 


From previous publication in Fngland the official biography of Belloc, 
"written at the request of his literary executors", has already achieved wide acclaim 
as a definitive, sensitive work. From our reading, their praiseful estimates remain 
valid; Mr. Speaight's extensive research, his flair for organization and his intimate 
analysis of Hilaire Belloc's varied personality and controversial life, make a book 
that is a pleasure to read and to learn from. Born in France, raised an Englishman 
and, in adult life historian, parliamentarian and conversationalist, Belloc led a 
life marked by intensity. His early schooling was highly religious in content and 
when still in his teens he helped to put out a periodical based on the tenets of his 
strong Roman Catholic faith. Nevertheless, the chance came to go to Oxford and he 
took it, for if it has been said that Belloc was a Catholic before he was a Christian, 
he was an intellectual before he was a Catholic. He did everything, even hating the 
Jews, intellectually, though this may have had its bearing on Belloc's failure to 
gain a lifelong All Souls fellowship which would have given him time and money to do 
and write as he wished. Mr. Speaight interprets the authorities as hesitant about 
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giving such an extensive award to a dominating man with such clearly defined prejudices. 

On his own, then Belloc entered into the life of lecturing and writing which he was to 

live- at first happily married to an American girl, Elodie Hogan, and later as a widower. @ 
This poised and analytical record remains the best kind of tribute to a man about whom 

not everything to be said was good- an unbiassed yet deeply understanding account. 


April 17 


Rowan, Carl T. Random House 
GO SOUTH TO SORROW $3.50 


Rowan's report upon desegregation in the South is bitter and incensed. It con- 
cerns very little the positive consequences, the machinery for change, the causes and 
forces at work. Based upon personal talks and observations, it gets down to the indi- 
viduals, both Negro and white, and the ordeals suffered- the savagery perpetrated by 
them. Rowan writes especially about the murder of Emmet Till; Rosa Parks and the boy- 
cotting of the buses; efforts to drive Negroes into destitution by economic sanctions; 
political disenfranchisement; organized attempts by white to compel fellow whites to 
support the subjugation of Negroes; bombs, threats, and the general demagoguery of the 
newspapers.... A violent book, full of accusation, outrage, contempt for those who have 
weakened in the struggle, and the obvious heartfelt desire that Negroes in the South 
receive not only justice but the sense of human dignity. Whether it will arouse a 
readership, beyond social and political liberals, is of course- and unfortunately- 
dubious. (LC: 57-5378) 


April 16 s} § 
ee 


Berlin, Ellin Doubleday 
SILVER PLATTER $4.95 





The Mackay story is the kind of rags to riches saga that used to be consider- 
ed the epitome of the American dream. Now - when such a portrait is a period piece, it 
reads like melodrama. Ellin Berlin (wife of Irving Berlin and a novelist in her own 
right) has told the Mackay story, with her grandmother as protagonist. For this reader, 
and I believe for many others, the early chapters of a life of poverty in mining towns 
hold far more appeal than those which recall, in loving and intimate detail, the social 
triumphs, as the elite of Europe accepted invitations to the fabulous entertainments 
put on in Paris and London by Louise Mackay, who had been snubbed by New York's Four 
Hundred. John Mackay, “bonanza king", was her second husband; her first was an impec- 
unious doctor, who - with her father, "Captain" Hungerford, was a visionary, who ex- 
pected a fortune around the corner. Louise from early childhood knew the insecurity 
and fears attendant on poverty. Perhaps this was why the trappings of wealth and the 
fulfillment of social ambition meant so much more to her than to John Mackay, who 
wanted them because of his lifelong worship of his lovely wife. This is a closeup of 
two sides of the American picture:- the crude struggle of mining-town mushroom growth 
in Nevada and California; the lavish details of clothes, food, decoration, furnishings, 
all the trappings of vast wealth which for a brief period Europe interpreted as the 
background of Americans generally. Louise Mackay lived most of the years of her pros- 
perity in Europe; royalty were counted among her guests; her younger sister and her 
daughter married titled foreigners. There is, too, the interpretation of her aspira- 
tions, her hopes and fears, her devoted love for her husband and children, her loyalty 
to her parents. The biography is written as a biographical novel, but based on years 


reached back beyond Ellin Mackay Berlin. Much of it is fascinating reading; but 


of research, reading of contemporary records, interviews with people whose memories es 
frankly I found the latter half overlong and overdetailed. (LC: 57-7277) 
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April 18 
Weston, Elizabeth Stewart- Hd. Doubleday- Hanover House 
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING'S COMPLETE WEDDING GUIDE $4.95 


All the proprieties and niceties of arranging a wedding are included in 
this handbook for the mother of- and the bride. The engagement (gifts, parties, 
showers); the wedding ‘invitation or announcement and the many degrees of formality; 
the trousseau- and again gifts; the attendants; the various services; the wedding 
itself and the reception, along with suggestions for flowers, beverages, foods, cakes, 
will properly prepare you for that day of days.... Complete indeed, for a predictable 
public. Illustrated. (LC:56-9016) 


April 22 


Wylie, Philip Rinehart 
THE INNOCENT AMBASSADORS $h .95 


An around-the-worldein-ninety-days with Philip Wylie and Ricky, his wife, 
is a personalized mono-travelogue not only of the countries seen, people talked to, 
but also the conclusions reached- about American attitudes and policies abroad. So 
that while this is an expectedly expansive view of their ports of call- Tokyo, China, 
Bangkok, India, Turkey, the middle Fast- there are also the expected asides on men, 
women, religion, sex along with the more familiar marginalia on hotels, restaurants, 
friends, notables. But what Wylie is particularly concerned with, and aroused against, 
is the uneasy world situation and the stance of America abroad; that the potency of 
Communism is the liberation it has preached and sold; that America is alone in thinking 
that anyone can win an all-out war in the future- for if there is a war it will only 
mean world devastation; and that the cold war- the "idea war" must be won now with 
the right program- and the right type of representative- for everywhere he saw 
"beseeching eyes" in which he recognized "the light of liberty".... Wylie, who is not 
one of the most profound, but one of the most persuasive spokesmen, may reach a mass 
market which the more serious observer cannot touch- and there will be strong publisher 
support behind it. No one can question the sincerity of his intentions or convictions. 


(LC :57-6578 ) 
April 24 


Rieman, Margo Simon & Schuster 
TWELVE COMPANY DINNERS $3.95 


Geared to push hesitant cooks right into the big event rather than to keep 
them on boiled water for their first ventures in culinary life, this plans a dozen — 
full scale and delicious dinners, showing that even the supposedly most complicated 
can easily be brought within the realm of possibility. The author leans towards 
buffets for greater ease in modern living and her first is typical of the others in 
taste and good planning:- a mixed cheese and almond spread, chicken in red wine, 
baked brown rice, sesame seed bread, romaine and zucchini salad and, for dessert, 
apples and Liederkranz cheese. As she presents shopping lists and instructions for 
these and the following menus, the step-by-step preparation of each dinner becomes 
a fine lesson in the organization of time, work space and materials as well as the 
basic principles of cooking. Emphasis is placed on good rather than inexpensive 
things to eat and a further sampling of the dishes- paella, garlic bread, lamb shashlik, 
stuffed artichokes, marinated fruits, Italian seafood stew and an intelligent selection 
of wine for each, indicates an international flavour that should leave happy lasting 
impressions on guests. (LC:57-7938) 
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Beacon a 


LITERATURE AND THE IMAGE OF MAN $4.95 





May 1 


Lowenthal, Leo 


This book is a moderately interesting attempt to analyze a series of "great 
books" from the time of Lope de Vega to Knut Hamsun and the point of view is sociological. 
The author makes out a pretty good case for the rising curve of individualism after the 
“breakup of the feudalistically totalitarian Middle Ages, as it found expression in the 
protests of Cervantes, Shakespeare, Racine, Ibsen and a few others. The downfall of the 
individual in Knut Hamsun's novels then portended the racism of Nazi Germany. The thesis 
is not an uninteresting one, but it is not too expertly handled here- and it seems to 
surprise the author- perhaps more than it should and more than it will surprise others. 

In any case, a market will be difficult to define or isolate. (LC:57-6528) 


Meyer, Edith Patterson Harper 
GO IT ALONE, LADY $3.50 


Emphasizing the advantages of traveling alone, this also eliminates some of the 
common apprehensions and arguments against it. From the planning of the trip, the consi- 
deration of costs, the use and choice of a travel agent, the preparation of an all around 
wardrobe, this goes on to the crossing- whether by ship or plane, to the landing on foreign 
soil and what to do in hotels- restaurants. There is more detailed continental coverage- 
country by country- where to go, what to see and buy, along with the special events and 
features of each- and the appendix has fuller travel information sources.... An invitation 
and persuasion for many women who flirt with this idea,- pleasantly personalized. (LC:57- 


7653) < 


Oberth, Hermann Harper 
MAN INTO SPACE $4 .00 


One of the Grand Old Men of space travel restates and amplifies many of his basic 
principles. Nothing is too small or complex for his attention, whether it is sewing up a 
spaceman's sleeves or locating an observatory on an asteroid. Oberth speculates alike on 
the best angle for firing a rocket from earth and on the precise thickness of a space 
mirror which incidentally might have a commercial use in melting the icebergs that slow up 
ship transport. He is knowledgeable about car design for motoring on the moon, and gives 
pointers on establishing the medical and mental fitness of would-be explorers. Oberth's 
exactitude is sometimes formidable, and the mathematical supports to his views in the 
appendix are tough going for the uninitiate. But most of the findings read readily, and 
are directed toward that audience of afficionados. (LC:56-6039) 


nay b| 4 


Ward, Barbara | Norton 
THE INTERPLAY OF EAST AND WEST $3.50 


Always challenging, always interesting, Barbara Ward brings her views of the 
points of conflict and cooperation between East and West into sharp focus in three lec- 
tures which read consecutively as a closely reasoned and integrated study. Against a suc- 
cinct- necessarily oversimplified- summary of the changing pattern of contact between 
East and West dating back to their beginnings in nascent civilizations, she comes to the 
period when Asia was more or less static while Europe experience rapid changes,- in re- 
ligion, in politics, in economics. The succeeding years, following the 15th century, were & 
years of non-contact, until the 16th century dynamism reached out into the Orient. Economic 
transformation of Europe brought political consequences; the credit side of the creative 
energy had its dark shadows of complacency in excesses of modernism, in creation of a void 
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in religious thinking, in the violent destruction by the West of the East's tradi- 
tional ways without substituting positive values in their place. The “battering 

ram of the West...destroyed the old order". Now today, while direct Western control 
is all but gone, it is impossible for the West to avoid the Asian crisis. We must 
take responsibility for a constructive approach or accept the tragedy of Communism 
stepping into the void. Economic modernization is their crying need, in different 
areas and different ways. China will tend to follow the Russian plan; India is at- 
tempting a way of freedom and mixed economy. The decision rests on the success of 
the Indian plan, which means expansion from the bottom, the antithesis of collecti- 
vization. We are involved in the challenge of the uncommitted areas, whether from 
enlightened self interest or moral responsibility. And the cost? Perhaps 1% of 

the United States national income over fifty years would give the answer we must have 
for survival. A minimum plan for international order must be achieved to prevent 
atomic war, to preserve the variety and diversity of national interests, to provide 
for a policy of international living. Can we gain the vision? (LC:57-8337) 


Berle, A. A., Jr. Viking-Reynal 
TIDES OF CRISIS $4.00 


In what he terms a "conversational" style, the former Assistant Secretary 
of State puts before the public the total political plight of the world, with the 
economic struggles which are also entailed. Berle thinks in terms of huge masses or 
alliances of power, dividing the world into rival camps and tracing the history of 
these rival interests to their roots in every era. His tendency throughout is to 
conceive of major tensions and major groups as outcomes of previous conflicts and 
alignments; to relate, for example, the Soviet ideology to the flourishing of early 
religious philosophy. He argues the necessity for an ever closer union among the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere, and especially the necessity for the United States 
to assert itself freely, generously, aggressively in behalf of democratic ideais. 
Berle cherishes the hope that he has promoted here a true and inclusive understanding 
for the widest possible audience of these problems, decisions, and long-range aims 
which have been far too much entrusted to the informal judgment of the few. That he 
has taken a step in this critical direction is beyond dispute; how far he has gone 
remains to be seen in the book's future influence. (LC:57-7223) 


May 9 


Schreider, Helen & Frank Doubleday 
20,000 MILES SOUTH $3.95 


Via amphibious jeep from the Arctic Circle to the far coast of South America, 
such is the record of this couple. The story of their preparations and their travel- 
ing provides many busy and active experiences. Readers may find that this type of 
jeep has two fundamental drawbacks when exposed to such long distance touring (1) it 
bogs down on land, (2) it develops mechanical trouble or, from plain orneriness stops 
dead on water. The contraption is also small, hard on exposed surfaces; but the 
Schreiders endure all the way from north to south. On its brighter sides the vehicle, 
with its bunks, galley, library, storage space and its name, La Tortuga, did attract 
plenty of attention, created some droll scenes when it passed through the Panama Canal, 
and did make its destination with the help of many Good Neighbors to the South. The 
human two-thirds of the crew encounter all sorts of friendly people who lend a hand 
pushing, pulling, and comforting, through every hazard and ordeal: the non-human one 
third, a powerful German shepherd, in spite of his many audiences, does not always 
fare so well in the four legged world. For some there may be fascination of the far 
away in personal terms; others may find La Tortuga's peculiarities and personality 
the thing; the whole is off beat adventuring. Photographs and maps. (Serialized in 


the S. £. P.) (LC:57-7287) 
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May an 
Brown, Harrison; Bonner, James & 
Weir, John Pe Viking 
THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS 3,495 § 


The authors, who are prominent on the faculty at California Tech, have sum- 
marized here their mutual conclusions after a series of fact-finding discussions held with 
industrial leaders on questions of long-range economic forecast. Primarily, what are the 
potential fuel and food resources of the earth, and how are these resources apt to be 
utilized by man? All of the speculations stem from accredited knowledge and statistics, 
and also from reasonable projections of the role of newly emerging fuel supplies- that is 
nuclear and solar energy. The intervention of some unforeseeable force or discovery or 
social change into this airtight scheme of things is serenely overlooked. And with this 
necessary omission, the destiny of the industrial world which the authors conjure up seems 
persuasive enough. Solar energy is likely to prove expensive for general consumption, 
there may be a real lack of science teachers unless teaching is made more attractive fi- 
nancially, and it is to be hoped that the population will level off at about the 
7,000,000,000 mark. These and other problems and possibilities form a discussion piece of 
eaeees a) concern to industry and science alike. That will be the market to approach. 

LC 57-8404 


May 13 


Robertson, Terence Dutton 
THE SHIP WITH TWO CAPTAINS $3.95 


The British submarine Seraph which occasionally sailed under the American flag 
(hence the title) was reserved for special missions. She rammed and torpedoed enemy 
subs, downed transports and scored a direct hit on a whale - but all this was incidental 
to her official purpose. It was the Seraph that ferried Mark Clark to North Africa when 
the Allies sought French cooperation for the impending invasion and later carried Giraud 
out of France to lead the anti-Vichy forces. The corpse celebrated in The Man Who Never 
Was entcred Spanish waters aboard the Seraph. But her finest hour, without a doubt, came 
during the landings at Sicily for, under constant pointblank fire, she stayed at her post, 
flashing a beacon which directed the troops to their designated beaches. Between special 
assignments the panic of klaxons and the convulsions of depth charges keep things active. 
This adds another section to his earlier Night Raiders of the Atlantic (1955). Illustrated 
with photographs and maps. (LC:57-5345) 










May 14 





Elvin, Harold Macmillan 
THE RIDE TO CHANDIGARH $4.75 





* In Bombay four students joined the author in his bicycle trek across India. 
Equipped with only the barest essentials and little money, the company frequently gave 
recitals and concerts. However, the description of Indian hospitality would seem to in- 
dicate that these ceremonies were superfluous! It is the duty of an Indian to be hospita- 
ble to strangers. The stranger's accoutrements are well taken care of too. Sir Walter, 
(the author's bicycle ) found himself adorned with flowers on occasion. Upper caste and 
lower caste alike placed themselves at the disposition of the group. When the author and 
the group parted according to plan somewhere in central India, it was not with applause. . 
The students went their way to Calcutta, and Elvin onward to Chandigarh. Through the 
sensitive and compassionate impressions the reader gets a picture not only of exotic scenery 
and cave sculpture but of the different ways of looking at the world. India is an ancient 
country which the diversity and persistence of the culture reflects. 
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May 15 


Deutsch, Babette Funk & Wagnalls 
POETRY HANDBOOK: A Dictionary of Terms $3.50 


This is a unique and curious volume which purports to define the terms used 
in poetry today and in the past. The author is herself a practising poet, a critic, 
and professor of poetry at Columbia University. Miss Deutsch states "To secure 
control the poet must go through an apprenticeship, and he is lucky or wise.... if 
he has the right sets of masters and tools. The present work grew out of the felt 
need for such a tool: a dictionary of the terms used in discussing verse techniques 
and some of the larger aspects of poetry together with examples of poetic practice.” 
Here are discussed and exemplified Alexandrines, madrigals, prosody, and dozens of 
the technical terms. The illustrations chosen by. the author are usually apt- but 
something eludes her in this newest of "do-it-yourself" books, perhaps the ingredient 
genius? But the young poet will find it a useful book, although it is hard to de- 
signate an audience wider than that. (LC:57-6502) 


Leterman, Elmer G. | Harper 
THE NEW ART OF SELLING $3 .95 


Words of advice from a famous salesman- among other things Mr. Leterman 
has sold insurance to movie stars and been the subject of one of the New Yorker's 
profiles-place selling on a level with the professions as an essential and challenging 
occupation in a world where only 50% of what is bought is needed. The rest must be 
sold creatively if we are to keep up our standard of living. This can be done and 
the techniques for it developed by first realizing what are one's potentials as a 
salesman. Basic psychological principles defining "creative" or problem solving 
thought and ten cases of problematical sales follow. The next section of the book is 
devoted to the means of attaining these abilities as one's own and chapters on how 
to get creative ideas (in reality how people who do have them think), the idea as a 
dynamic force, using modern selling aids, developing one's curiosity, turning custom- 
ers into friends, etc., instruct the well motivated reader to these ends. Lastly, 
the different fields of selling such as farm goods, door-to-door, luxury selling and 
so forth are examined with a view to making future salesmen look the field over care- 
fully before deciding on a special branch. A book that stresses a thorough knowledge 
of customer and product, on a literate level, over and above the more tawdry princi- 
ples that give the profession its questionable nature. (LC:56-11096) 


Schwed, Fred, Jr. Harper 
HOW TO WATCH A BASEBALL GAME $2.50 


Neither a text book nor a guide book of instructions, this is a casual, 
light treatment of odds and ends of the game for those who are "fans" but not quite 
seasoned fans. You can start with where to sit, how to act, what to look for; you 
can learn bits of baseball history and personalities; you'll get a look at the of- 
ficial rules and classic plays - and unusual ones; there are statistics and. scores; 
there are analyses of temperaments and crowds; you can decide between baseball live 
and on TV - and you can read a whole poem on baseball by Rolfe Humphries. Written 
with humor, but not necessarily humorous, this is easy entertainment and should be 
welcomed by any and all for whom the game is more than a name. Illustrated by Leo 
Hershfield. (LC:57-6144) 


White, Lyman Cromwell Harper 
300,000 NEW AMERICANS $4 .00 


An official history of organized United States immigrant services,.as they 
have been in operation since 1933, is told largely through the efforts of the United 
Service for New Americans which gained its impetus for action after Hitler began his 
mass extermination of the Jews. The epic of rescue and resettlement covers the work 
of various organizations at various levels and is also the political history of im- 
migrant relations within the U. S. during the last decades, which culminated in the 
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D.P. act of 1948. This made into law the planning of essentials in the new lives of 
foreigners who came to the country. To implement the operating principles of USNA and 

its brother and sister organizations, Mr. White carefully accounts for several typical } 
case histories in which all kinds of families achieved successful resettlement. He notes 

too the different national and local vocational services, programs for community integra- 

tion, for socio-legal services, for work with children and their special problems as 

well as the many things volunteer workers can and have done to make a difficult time 

easier for persons displaced by war. A thorough documentation and a devoted tribute to 

@ complicated job, but with its attention to statistics and detail, not a book for the 


general market. (LC: 57-6740) 


Gaither, Gant Henry Holt 
PRINCESS OF MONACO Yas 


A lustrous, you might almost say fatuous, account of the transition from Grace 
Kelly of Philadelphia to Her Grace of Monaco which brought with it, along with the pos- 
sessive pronoun, a small realm and a great love. As a shy, serious but determined girl, 
anxious to act on the stage but succeeding on television- then in the movies where she 
achieved a rapid rise to stardom, Grace is seen as she worked steadily, and really earned 
the Academy Award which came with Country Girl. The Prince's arrival in the States, and 
the proposal after three dates; the trousseau; the crossing; and all the festivities of 
the ceremonies and their "eye-filling beauty" complete the dream come true, not only for 
Grace, but for the many who followed the proceedings day by day and column by column. 
This is just that sort of a biography- press release or woman's page- and it should satis- 
fy the shopgirl romanticism of the many women who will want to attend The Wedding a 
second time. Numerically, they are probably not to be minimized. (LC: 56-10509) * 


Gottlieb, Bernhardt Rinehart 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR ADOLESCENT $3.95 


An analyst, concerned primarily with the psychological effects of the physical 
changes, outlines the ambivalent adolescent in general terms- and then goes on to the 
more particular problems which may confront you. General guidance- perhaps — free a 
hand- is given on the subject of sex, clothes, allowances, cigarettes (you can ‘t forbid 
it so you might as well permit it), liquor, along with the shifting attachments- parental- 
which will take place. Less easy to resolve may be the physical handicap, the adjustments 
to members of the family, to friends, to status and prejudice, and the escapes into men- 
tal illness or delinquency. A last section outlines the more serious neurotic difficul- 
ties when maturity is not achieved.... The definite psychiatric emphasis here differ- 
entiates this handling of adolescence- deepens it at times- but parents will find it 
more valuable for general orientation rather than specific application. (LC: 57-8069) 


May 17 


Fitch, Robert Elliot Harcourt, Brace 
THE DECLINE AND FALL OF SEX $3.00 


Robert Elliot Fitch is Professor of Christian Ethics and Dean of the Pacific 
School of Religion, Berkeley, California and this sputtering scrutiny of our sexual at- 
titudes appeared originally in the New Republic and stirred considerable notice. Mr. 
Fitch' sex is tested by literature rather than other media and Elinor Glyn, Hemingway, 
Norman Mailer, Kinsey are his favorite witnesses as he argues that it was the Puritans 
who made sex interesting- with the allure of the taboo- while today, emancipated and » 
satiated, sex is just "biologic" and in a deep, intellectual freeze. More fundamentally, 
and more morally, one can conclude that sex divorced from love, and love from honor, leads 
to the real devaluation of our time.... The sophistication here counters the suspicion 


that this could also be a small sermon addressed to an intellectually Lenton se 
audience. (LC: 57-8841) 
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May 20 


Beck, William S. Harcourt, Brace 
MODERN SCIENCE AND THE NATURE OF LIFE $5675 


seeee the essential nature of science, as typified by biology, and of life, 
as explained by science"- this theme is resounding, all the more so because Beck 
hopes to relieve the prevailing sense of "cultural crisis" caused by ignorance about 
science and the false expectations it has prompted. The key to Beck's approach is 
that science is embedded in tentativeness, in plodding experiment, in a method whose 
rationale comes from Nagel, Reichenbach, Feigl; and the condition of any lay harmony 
with modern science is uncertainty and living within the continual certainty of un- 
certainty. In expounding the history of biological thought and where the biologist 
stands today on such crucial questions as the study of cancer Beck gets away fron 
pure intellectualism. These sections seem, on the whole, better- they give the book 
a missing enthusiasm, a joy and wonder which are also at the heart of science. (LC: 


57-6215) 


Day, Beth Holt 
GLACIER PILOT $3.95 


The story of Bob Reeve, one of Alaska's great pilots in a decade when the 
pilot was general factotum in a land broken up by mountain ranges and other blocks 
to communications, begins in 1932. In that year Reeve came to the small town of 
Valdez and though his log book was already bulging with recorded flying hours in 
South America, his pockets were empty. Valdez had no charterable planes either. 
The only craft around was a wrecked Eaglerock which Reeve, also a mechanic, went to 
work repairing. He chartered the Eaglerock then, hauling miners’ supplies, and 
shortly earned a reputation for being able to land on and take off from the slipperiest 
glaciers. Making slow but steady progress, Reeve was eventually able to buy his own 
plane and to settle down with a wife and children. And, at the end of the bush pilot 
era in Alaska, he turned regular commercial with his own small airline. But the years 
between are filled with episodes and escapades during the times when Reeve's luck was 
good and the times when it was very bad. Beth Day has written several juvenile bio- 
graphies plus the adult study of a Negro teacher in the South- The Little Professor 
of Piney Woods- and this maintains a narrative ability marked by a swift, talky pace 
and a panorama of activity unobscured by its central figure. Illustrated. (LC:57-6761) 


Duveen, James Henry Knopf 
THE RISE OF THE HOUSE OF DUVEEN $5.00 


While this cannot compare with the sparkling entertainment of S.N. Behrman's 
Duveen (1952), the portrait of the most flamboyant figure in this clan of great com- 
mercial collectors, it is an expansive genealogy and chronology of their activities. 
The author who is now 82, wrote an earlier book on the discoveries~- and disappointments- 
of an antique connoisseur. Here he brings the history of the House of Duveen down to 
the near present and pays particular tribute to its founder, his uncle Joel Joseph 
Duveen, who from his first ventures in cups and saucers, and Nankin porcelain, bought 
on the continent and sold in England, ultimately amassed a fortune of fifteen million 
pounds. The spectacular transactions, the many collections bought, sold and created, 
the acquisition of 11 Rembrandts, the gaffe of a fortune in rare stamps which went 
unrecognized and were ruined, the many members of the family who were to participate 
in the firm- and fall out in its later years, make up these annals of finders- and 
keepers- of a great tradition. It portrays too a grandiose era- of unpredictable op- 
portunities and unexpected returns, and it should attract the audience of R. P. Way's 
more personal reminiscence- Antique Dealer (Macmillan). 
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May 20 ee 


Pomeroy, Earl Knopf 
IN SEARCH OF THE GOLDEN WEST $5.00 






The earliest transcontinental railroad trips were accessible only to the well- 
lined pocketbook. Trips to the West became a measuring stick of prestige and worth. 
Tourists began to seek the fashionable resorts comparable to those of their experience... 
and many a grand and splendid hotel was modelled to please the Eastern and European eye. 
Comparisons ofwestern spots were made to the Alps, to the exotic deserts of the Middle 
East, to all of Europe. But the lure of the scenery was weakened by the lack of history, 
and, consequently, a new approach was introduced. The emphasis shifted from the opulence 
of western hotels and the grandeur of the scenery to the newness of the activities, the 
freshness of the pioneers, - in short, the Spirit of the West. If the West could not 
boast of its past, it could dignify its present. The decorum of the interior playgrounds 
lost its appeal and the tourists turned to hunting, fishing, hiking, rodeos and the rough 
and tumble life in general. The relationship of tourist and Westerner was instrumental 
in shaping the myth of the West which in the present day is still alive, residual though 
it may be. (LC:57-5658) 


Walter, Bruno ¥ \ Knopf 
GUSTAV MAHLER Pf re Al’ $3.50 
This is a touching tribute and ardent memoir of the great Viennese director and 
composer who died in 191l, by his lifelong friend and admirer, the conductor Bruno Walter. 
From the time when the young Walter, not yet 20, heard Mahler's first symphony in Hamburg, 
he saw his life as one of service to Mahler's work. They collaborated at the Vienna Opera 
House and Walter is admirably able to describe the tempestuous, demonic, gay, dark, lyrical 
genius of the-complex Mahler. Although Walter is not a writer, he has been able to convey 
the dynamic magnitude of the composer, and interpret the meaning of his work as well as 
the quality of the man. It is a small book, but it will reach its designated audience. 


(LC:57-7551) 


Williams, Glanville Knopf 
THE SANCTITY OF LIFE and the Criminal Law $5.00 


In 1954, a liberal theologian- Joseph Fletcher- wrote Medicine and Morals 
(Princeton University Press) dealing with many of the live-coal issues which Professor 
Williams discusses here in a book based on a series of lectures given at the Columbia 
University School of Law. A humanitarian first, Professor Williams is as aware of the 
social and moral dimensions of the "sanctity of life" as the legal structure which pro- 
tects it, often arbitrarily. So that as he writes of "monsters and morons, reproduction 
and repression, eugenics and euthanasia, original sin and the origin of the soul", he 
questions the religious (and inevitably the casuistry of the Catholic Church) attitudes 
which protect life- and extend it- at the expense of those who must endure it. He also 
Questions the laws, and the ethics behind the laws, of infanticide, suicide, the control 
of conception and sterilization, artificial insemination and abortion, suicide and eutha- 
nasia. And as he trespasses on these hotly debated grounds- he offers a brilliant piece 
of documentation, interpretation and argument- distinguished by the precision of his logic 
~ and the acuity of his wit. Thoughtful readers may provide an audience larger than the 
professional one to which these essays were originally delivered. (LC:57-7549) 4 
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May 20~ b ie 
| Little, Brown 


THE LIVING LEGEND $4 .00 


Phillips, Alan 


* The living legend of the Mounties, Canada's unique police force, comes 
through in Mr. Phillips' apt contemporary and historical account of the RCMP- how 
it grew, its guiding ideals and its modern methods. The bulk of the narrative tells 
of actual cases both famous and typical and through them Mountie techniques and 
psychology are forcefully depicted. We follow a rejection of an applicant for 
training and the training of a good bet; we are given an intimate view of operations 
on the important principle that every policeman must sell himself if the idea of a 
democratic force is to be maintained; we see Mounties on the trail of city gangsters, 
of Arctic smugglers and of Communists as strong political enemies. The episodes 
read like detective thrillers- all true- and build a growing impression of the dig- 
nity and self reliance which have always characterized the Mounties and given them 
a special appeal for an American audience who thinks they are tops too. The FBI 
Story market for this? (LC:57-7842) 


Tashman, Harry F. New York University Press 
TODAY'S NEUROTIC FAMILY $3.95 


From Freud's stress on the sexual origins of neurosis, to later schools 
which shifted to the larger, cultural influences, Dr. Tashman contends that it is 
the "neurotic family which produces neurotic children who in turn produce neurotic 
families". His main argument is much easier to accept than his presentation of it 
(his professional rodomontade) or his development which runs to some ridiculous 
extremes. His main demonstration of the neurotic famiiy is one in which there is a 
dominant figure, with whom there can be no common grounds of mutuality, but also he 
explores the sexual elements of life at its conception; the fantasies, realities, 
threats of infancy; the psychic and symbolic desexualization at a later period- And 
his second section, which is based on his casework, illustrates various drives and 
distortions..... Arguable, and on occasion outrageously unreasonable. 


Rinehart 


Reynolds, Quentin 
THEY FOUGHT FOR THE SKY [10 $3.95. 


The air aces of World War I evoke a nostalgia- and a heroism- one might 
have forgotten. They went aloft and headed into enemy territory with almost no 
training. The crates they flew were designed and produced within a matter of days; 
this was enough time for an aeronautical genius like Fokker. The great gladiators 
shot the enemy from the sky on a kind of one-a-day plan, taking a toll as high as 
Richthofen's 80. Reynolds contrasts the concentrated spree of glory of a Bishop with 
the cautious, sophisticated style of a Mannock. With America's entry into the war, 
and Rickenbacker's deadly methods, the modern air age seems to dawn, and mass bombing 
raids take the place of the initiative and courage of the dogfight..... A creditable 
account with the professional pace and reportorial assurance to be expected from a 
practised hand. Illustrated. (LC:57-7503) 


May 22 


Potter, Stephen Random House 
POTTER ON AMERICA $3.00 


A most courteous rejoinder to one short and two longer visits to the United 
States by the man whose Gamesmanship and other books have won him a special following. 
He boards all ships here - tourist, guest, lecturer, golfer, observer, - jazz, art, 
education, foreigner abroad - without the centuries old complaints and criticisms; he 
is good-tempered and well-mannered and his compliments are searched out with sincerity. 
His two visits in 1955 recall his trip in 1951 and the three round out his impressions 
of the United States - dreamed of when he was a boy in England. East, west, north 
(to Canada) and south - and all the stopping places, drinks, food, clothes, trains, 
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parties, manners, variations in voice, customs and atmosphere are part of his record. His 
last lecturing swing brings him into the college and club circuit and even here his appre- 
ciation of the "perfectionism" of hospitality does not weary nor stale his fresh view of a 
what so many Britons have condemned, nor does the tedium of "singing for his supper" dull 
the ridicule he turns on himself. And for all these kind words there is besides a 
largesse of happily turned phrases, pleasant to funny incidents - and a gay traveling 
companion for viewing one's own country. Fans will please line up on the right. 
(LC: 57-7811) : 

May 23 17 


Cantor, Eddie with Doubleday 
Ardmore, Jane TAKE MY LIFE $3.95 


This little man's big eyes are even wider now that he has recovered from his 
1952 heart attack and this is his recall of the people (who "are wonderful") in his life. 
Starting with his grandmother Esther and his East Side, impoverished days, to his wife 
Ida and their children, to the giris and boys of show biz, his first agent and his first 
partner, through the producers and song writers, he goes on to spotlight his audiences, 
theater,radio and TV; he doesn't neglect the announcers and orchestra leaders, the dis- 
coveries and new talents, the big names or the smaller ones. There's the feeling of the 
privilege and responsibility that an entertainer should have, the necessity for taking 
part in benefits and fund raising (and their rewards), and the appreciation for the life 
he has found good - and even better now. The Names of those he has known get a series of 
profiles that run along with his career together with anecdotes, stories, professional 
and personal reminiscences. A stand up, speak out and cheer type of book that bears the 
hallmark of a real performer. Illustrated. The theatre book market is slipping but 
watch it. (LC: 57-7279) 


Cluett, Jack Doubleday = 
HOW TO BUILD AN ORANGE CRATE $2.95 





Target upon target for these jibes at electronic disorders, advertising, news 
items, and domestic didoes, are merry-andrewed by one who has an easy pickup on every 
kind of subject. Anti-corn and soft sells; inquiring about grammar and spelling; appre- 
hensive about feminine foibles; aghast at parkways and railroad innovations, the loss of 
the outdoors and the coddling of dogs; poking fun at possibilities announced in newspapers 
and the flood of “national” days and weeks - these provide an amiable romp through today's 
the day's agenda. A smile rather than a laugh here. (LC: 57-6308) 


Hession, Brian : Doubleday 
DETERMINED TO LIVE 4/20 $3.50 


This will have double sale and distribution in the field of religious books, but 
we feel it should be reported here as a self-help, inspirational book which hes already- 
in England- had phenomenal sales among people suffering from cancer and those most closely 
involved. For Brian Hession, clergyman of the Church of England, whose particular field 
had been for some years, the expansion of religion through the media of films, was given, 
in Los Angeles, a verdict of imminent death from a far-advanced, inoperable cancer. This 
is his testament of faith; his record of the part a determination to live and a belief 
in the infinite power of faith and prayer had in his survival. He dictated some of the 
text while on what was thought to be his deathbed; he shows incredible courage in facing 
the challenge, in analyzing the effect of pain, in offering to others what he has found 
of the value of realism, understanding and faith. He does not attempt to deny the rebel- 
lion, but he puts it in its place and converts it to a strengthening rather than a weak- 
ening factor. The last third of the book is written after he has made what is in the main 
@ recovery though he knows he must live with fear and discomfort. But the strength that 
has become his spiritually is interpreted and defined “as a new concept which involves 
more responsibilities, going deep into the heart of human suffering". While he has made 
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the application specifically to cancer, people suffering from other diseases may 
well find it helpful. He promises no short cut to cure through denial, but through 
affirmation, acceptance, and belief in the power of God to strengthen human will to 
live and to give that additional factor to aid the surgeon. While not great inspir- 
ational writing, this comes down to fundamentals realistically, and - with cancer 

@ menace faced daily - should find an eager market. (LC: 57-7284) 


May 23 


Wellman, Paul I. _ Doubleday 
PORTAGE BAY $4=200/$5--00 - 


Ontario's Lake of the Woods provides the setting for this delightful melange 
of stories about Portage Bay Camp, its crotchety proprietor, whose insults are covet- 
ed awards, and the friends who shared with the Wellmans- Senior and Junior, the laugh- 
ter, fishing and adventures of the years. I have read as good and better books about 
fishing, but rarely as varied a collection of tall tales, mishaps and legends in the 
making as these reminiscences of holidays through the years. One gets always a sense 
of place and the quality of the people - but the story is the thing- whether a tale 
of a hurricane that menaced life and property, or an encounter with a mighty fish, 
or a mystery surrounding teammates on a trapline, or practical jokes that are fun- 
nier to read about than experience, or the day in, day out enchantment of lake and 
camp, of woods and islands, and the constant lure of bass and muskie, northern pike 
and walleye fishing. Wellman's fame as novelist and historian is enhanced by his 
ability to share the contagious enthusiasm for his avocation, fishing. This will 
make him new friends. (LC: 37-6699) 


Codman, Charles RP. tO % 2b Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
DRIVE: A Chronicle of Patton's Armies $5 .00 


* These private papers reveal many different aspects of a public figure, for 
the author was Patton's aide-de-camp for three years, 1942-1945, and so knew him 
during exciting, trying, active and waiting times, saw him as a person as well as 
an officer and lived with him with admiration that grew into reverence. Codman, 
whose business was wines and real estate, who had been in the Air Force in WWI, was 
whisked out of the retread class when he was attached to the Western Task Force 
(Operation Torch), knew Fedala, Casablanca, Rabat, the conference at Hotel Anfa, 
in liaison work; with Patton he went through the invasion of Sicily, on to England 
and then France where waiting for the Third Army to become fully operational in the 
invasion created a merry hell. On to Paris and then frustration when they were 
kept a defensive arm, but finally the Bulge, the Rhine and Germany. Throughout, the 
magnetic field of Patton's personality and capabilities, his leadership and high 
voltage behavior are revealed,as are the emotion and commotion he aroused; through- 
out,the tempo and feel of the war, military strategy and delicate policy questions 
become part of these letters to Codman's wife at home. He plays back for her 
scenes of meetings with transatlantic relatives and friends, incidents of his 
travels with Patton, episodes in action and at rest, that shade from humor to 
violence, from anger to moments of despair. A book that need not depend on Pat- 
ton's name alone for here is an illumined, informed and intimate war diary. A 
warm and loving introduction by John P. Marquand. (LC: 57-6445) 


Smith, Rex- Ed. Rinehart 
BIOGRAPHY OF THE BULLS $7.95 / 


An anthology of bullfighting in Spain makes no pretensions at being a his- 
tory or an encyclopedia and concentrates on bringing together the best of tauro- 
machian art and writing, selected for the purpose of clarifying the many typical and 
representative phases of Spain's national spectacle. The preface, by the editor, 
who is often translator, does follow the history and origins of the fighting bull, 
bull fighting and the fiesta itself from the noble amateurs to the special breed of 
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professionals - fighters as well as bulls, and is followed by definition and description 
of the basic passes, the veronica, the natural and the estocada. Then come excerpts from 
Belmonte, Sidney Franklin, from travelers and officials, from Hemingway, Frank Harris, a 
Blasco-Ibanez, Barnaby Conrad, Tom Lea, Pritchett, Ruark; from poets and critics, from 
newspapers and books, from past and present aficionados. An excellent culling of a vast 
library this excludes the chi-chi and the morbid thrill while its illustrations, assembled 
because they are appropriate and related, include neither paintings nor photographs. For 

those who are really, really interested. (LC:57-6577) 


May 24 





Gross, Felix Praeger 
RHODES OF AFRICA $6.75 


By ingenious amalgamations, judicious bribery, the use of a small private army, 
and varying extremes of fraud and sycophancy, Cecil Rhodes assumed control over the diamond 
and gold wealth of South Africa. He bilked England to the tune of millions; through his 
representatives in the jungle, Rhodes induced the illiterate ruler of Bechuanaland to sign 
over his territorial rights. Rhodes' climb to the Prime Ministership was equally tortuous 
and nimble. Alternately, he curried favor with and sought to overthrow every major political 
faction. He fomented revolution and also stomped for peace, unity and his Cape to Cairo 
movement. Rhodes' private life unfortunately throws little if any light on the incongruities 
of his career. A clergyman's son, his upbringing was in a happy though harassed home. His 
ailing lungs brought Cecil to Africa, but it was not the lung condition which kept him 
there. He was as free of vices as virtues- none of the usual human passions ever tempted 
him. He had, however, two definite weaknesses: a deficient sense of hygiene and a bottom- 
less conceit. It seems unthinkable that it was Rhodes, with his falsetto laugh, his out- 
bursts of absurd sentiment, his contemptuous daring, that perhaps more than anyone symbolized 
the spirit and caused the first welding of modern Africa. Yet this is so. The biography, 
though it fails on subtle psychological points, has caught surpassingly well the role of 
Cecil Rhodes and tracked him through the wilderness of all his schemes. 


May 25 





Larrison, Farl J. Caxton 
OWYHEE: THE LIFE OF A NORTHERN DESERT $5.00 


A narrative built from the experiences of a naturalist and conservationist 
describes the Idaho desert which lies below the Snake River, to the east of Oregon and to 
the north of Nevada. Larrison went there for a season with two other scientists and to- 
gether they observed the many different kinds of animals, the plants and the weather and 
water problems of the district. Conversational and homey, the chapters sometimes have a 
quiet humor to them as they follow the men on their rounds- camping, observing the habits 
of the ground hog and the hawk, and speculating on the history of the district. Slowly, 
a picture of the northern desert with its few towns and irrigated farms and its stretches 
where a storm seems like a pinpoint of activity, comes into being. For people with an 
interest in the area and its surrounding regions, this should make quiet, casual reading. 
Illustrated with line drawings by Don Fritts. (LC:57-5241) 


May 27 


Anthony, Joseph Rinehart 
THE INVISIBLE CURTAIN $3.50 


By a layman and intended for laymen, these cases from the practice of a Dr. 
Louis Montgomery trace seven analyses to their successful conclusions, engender more human 
interest than subtle psychiatric insight, and offer an assuring application of the Freudian 
technique. A brilliant architect finds his "blueprint for failure" in the sense of reject- * 
ion of his childhood; Linda, whose five romantic marriages quickly turn to disgust, finds 
the answer in the death of her grandfather which shattered her early security; Marvin, more 
mouse than man, learns to assert himself- and Brian, a soft touch, understands his compul- 
sion to give "till it hurts"; etc., etc. Not as suggestive as the Robert Lindner books, 
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but analysis made accessible at a general level, modified by Dr. Montgomery's 
temperate approach, and more than once removed from professional obscurantism. (LC: 


57-8068 ) 


May 28 


Johnson, Group Capt. J. E. Ballantine 
WING LEADER $4 ..00- $.50 


A crack British fighter pilot, Johnson knocked down some thirty odd Nazi 
planes, and did a substantial amount of low-level strafing. But Johnson is no 
chest-thumper, and he writes not as a hero but as an example and witness of the air 
war. This was the primitive training he received, such were his early experiences 
soloing, these were the signals exchanged during combat. The German craft had 
certain superior features; the British others. The error of the Luftwaffe was to 
abandon a target area too soon; the R.A.F. went on costly strafing raids. With the 
same icy detachment, Johnson summarizes the antics and spirit of fellow fliers, his 
own marriage, etc. At first the details about tactics and strategy seem to get in 
the story's way, but later- it all seems justifiable, commendable- a brutal, glamor- 
less, dead-eye view of the war as it was seen and fought. It all has an unarguable 
reality, and should find its way to a masculine market. (LC:57-7712) 


May 29 6/17 
Garrett, Eileen J. - Fd. Lippincott 
BEYOND THE FIVE SENSES $4.95 


Do you believe in ghosts? These articles from Tomorrow, the Quarterly 
Review of Psychical Research, constitute the material for this anthology, edited by 
the president of the Para-Psychology Foundation. The possibility of raising para- 
psychology to a science with sound empirical methods is an interesting question. 
The parapsychologist feels that the body of data is sufficient and necessary to 
warrant this promotion. Others, like Gabriel Marcel - the French philosopher- feel 
that the nature of the data is unamenable to scientific investigation and must re- 
main in the realm of emotion and philosophy. Wading through the vast amount of para- 
psychological "data", the reader can judge for himself. He may examine reports of 
poltergeists in the White House, medical healings at Lourdes, the rebirth of old 
black magic, a posthumous experiment to test whether Sir Oliver Lodge, deceased, 
could direct living beings to receive his messages. Telepathy, precognition, psy- 
chokinesis, extrasensory perception (ESP), clairvoyance are some basic categories 
of psychic phenomena or "psi". It is highly debatable whether "psi" in its catego- 
rical manifestation corresponds to real manifestation. To me the data is entertaining, 
others might find it instructive. Complete sceptics will shrug it off. (LC:57-8945) 


May ?? 


Wright, Harry B. Funk and Wagnalls 
WITNESS TO WITCHCRAFT $3.95 


Dr. Wright, a Philadelphia orthodontist with a flair for exploring and ad- 
venture, traversed the jungles of South America, Africa and Oceania to investigate 
"primitive" modes of healing and witchcraft. Surprisingly, many techniques considered 
pre-scientific are validated by sound principles of western psychology. Successful 
healing for both mind and body ailments is largely based upon an implicit faith in the 
technician. The amazing and horrifying events which one may witness in New Guinea or 
Brazil may be explained by the absolute and complete character of the faith conferred 
by the subjects upon their technicians. It is not unusual to see death initiated by 
a command or group pressure, love aroused by suggestion, and sickness cured and induced 
by verbal trickery. Dr. White narrates as an observer and doesn't profess to 4 sci- 
entific grasp of all the mysteries which confront him:-a curious type of inter-village 
communication issued not by drums but faster than man can travel (extra-sensory-per- 
ception?); strange things in connection with the death of a Dutch colonial and 
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colloquial ideas about snakes; the Society of Leopards- these irregularities compel him 
to agree that “there are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in = 
your philosophy". Interesting and bizarre. (LC:57-6693) 


May WT is 


Super, Donald E. Harper 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CAREERS $6 350 


This book supplants the author's earlier book The Dynamics of Vocational 
Adjustment. Mr. Super has incorporated the conceptual and experimental developments that 
have taken place in sociology and psychology in the last fifteen years. The job is ex- 
amined in several aspects:- a measure of social prestige, a means of assured livelihood 
and an activity which may or may not fulfill the needs and exploit the abilities of the 
individual. The factors which are deterministic in shaping a career include not only ap- 
titudes and interests but economic conditions and value systems of the particular sub- 
culture - even chance is operative. Thus the guidance counselor to be successful must 
have a first-hand knowledge of all the variables plus the ability to select and synthesize 
those which are the most significant. Life "themes" or general directions which in the 
past the individual has been prone to follow are sometimes clues for job selection. Certain 
tests may be considered. Past performance in school may also be a useful index. The role 
of the job counselor is to see the relationships of all these data. (LC:57-6744 ) 


Miller, Arthur Viking 
ARTHUR MILLER'S COLLECTED PLAYS $4.95 


In the introduction Mr. Miller presents his theories of art and drama. A play, 
he says is a dynamic communication between audience and dramatist, which presuposes a 
mutual frame of reference- “something in the air" collectively sensed. The role of the 
Playwright, therefore, is to detect this "something", collapse it temporally and refine 
it artistically. A play should be understood at all levels and should express a universal 
of human behavior or emotion. The conception and execution of All My Sons, Death of a 
Salesman, The Crucible, A Memory of Two Mondays, and A View from the Bridge is outlined in 
the introduction and illustrates how the theory may be applied (and with optimal results, 
we say!). A View from the Bridge appears in the collection in its final form for the first 


time. 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


890 Rand, Christopher- A NOSTALGIA FOR CAMELS- definite date 4/15 (Little, Brown) 

16 Swiggett, Howard- THE DURABLE FIRE- postponed to 6/12- July Book of the Month Club 
selection. (Houghton, Mifflin) 

135 Durrell, Gerald- MY FAMILY AND OTHER ANIMALS- from 4/12 to 4/8 (Viking) 

171 West, Ray B. Jr.- KINGDOM OF THE SAINTS--from 4/26 to 4/19 (Viking) 

187 Masters, John- FAR, FAR THE MOUNTAIN PEAK- from 5/16 to 4/26 (Viking) 

181 Torres, Tereska- NOT YET- from 3/27 to 4/11 (Crown) 

192 Linn, Bettina- A LETTER TO ELIZABETH- from 5/1 to 5/15 (Lippincott) 

200 Henriques, Robert- A HUNDRED HOURS TO SUEZ- from 4/5 to 4/1 (Viking) 

213 Gilbert, Stuart-fd.- LETTERS OF JAMES JOYCE- definite date 5 /ok (Viking ) 

Erratum: 3/1 Publisher Index- Torres, Tereska- NOT YET (Crown), omitted last issue, 

is included in the current index. 


P.S.- R.S.V.P. - 


HAVE YOU FILLED OUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON PAGE 239. It is to your interest, and ours, that 


you do so and we will appreciate your opinions. 
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